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PRESENT STATE 


OF THE 


Republick of Letters. 


For DECEMBER 17230. 


ARTICLE XL. 


SCRIPTURE CHRONOLOGY demonfirated 
by Aftronomical Calculations. In Eight 
Books. By Arthur Bedford, M.A. Reéfor 
of Newton St. Loe in the County of So- 
merfet, and Chaplain to the Haber- 
dafhers Hofpital at Hoxton near Lon- 
don. The Work iluftrated and adorned 
with variety of Maps and Copper Plates. 
In Folio, p. 774. Printed for R. Hett at 
the Bible in Cheapfide. A fecond Ex- 
tract. 


AVING in the XXXIIId Arr. of laft 

month given an account of the hiftorical 
part of this learned work, we now proceed to 
DECEMBER 11730. Cc treat 
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treat of the more fublime and curious part there- 
of, or what particularly relates to Chronology 
and Aftronomy. 
It is to Afironomy we owe the regular difpofi- 
tion of our time, in a due fucceffion of years, 
which are kept within their limits, as to the re- 
turn of the feafons, and the motion of the Sun: 
And we fhould quickly find the great inconve- 
niency of a vague undetermin’d year, if we ufed 
for example that of the Mabometans, whofe be- 
ginning and every month wanders thro’ all the 
days ot our folar year. Befides the knowledge 
of the Sun’s motion, that of adjufting the Moon’s 
to the Sun’s is neceffary alfo, efpecially toa Di- 
vine, for the clearing up feveral weighty points 
of ecclefiaftical antiquity, and particularly that 
of the right adjufting the Church Feafs and 
F2/?s, according to the ancient cuftom and pri- 
witive inftitution: And how fadly fome other- 
wife eminent have blunder’d, from their igno-~ 
rance in this part of Aftronomy, when they 
meddied with things that related to it, or bor- 
dered upon it, as the particular bufinefs of their 
profeffion muft often neceflarily and unavoidably 
oblige them to do, need not be here mention- 
ed: And every body knows how great ufe all 
our beft hiftorians and antiquaries have made of 
the calculated times of eclipfes, which entirely 
depend upon the knowledge of the motions of 
thofe two celeftial bodies, for fettling the times 
of great events, which before were, as to this 
effential circumftance, almoft fabulous ; fo that 
without the knowledge of aftronomy, and the 
doétrinal part of chronology, that is wholly 
founded thereon, no man can be throughly skiil’d 
in hiftory, it being impoffible without it to un- 
ravel the confufion of hiftorians ; and without a 
regular 
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regular chronology, there can be no certain 
hiftory ; which appears by the confuficn among 
all the ancient hiftorians before the right difpo- 
fition of the year was difcovered, and at prefent 
among the Zurks, who have the fame confuficn 
in their hiftory, as in their Kalendar; the be- 
ginning of whofe year, as was obferved betore, 
and every month therein, is in a perpetual ftate 
of uncertainty and flu€tuation. 

It is to chronology therefore that hiftory, 
whether civil or facred, owes its chief beauty 
and ufe; it isthis alone can convey to the mind 
a full view of the whole current of time, and 
the feveral confiderable epocha’s that are made 
ufe of therein, without which hiftory, the chief 
fource and treafure of fecular, as well as facred 
and divine knowledge, the great miftrefs of civil 
prudence, and which is therefore the proper 
{tudy not only of men of learning, but of eve- 
ry gentleman, and man of bufinefs in the world, 
is a meer chaos, or jumble of matters of fact 
confuledly heaped together, without order or 
inftruction, that can therefore be very ill retain- 
ed, and will prove very little ufeful. It is by 
chronology that the actions of mankind are rank- 
ed into their proper places and epocha’s of times 
and centuries; under which circumitances, as 
they are much eafier kept in memory, fo it is 
in that natural order they are only capable of 
affording thofe obfervations, that can make men 
either the better or wifer for reading them. A 
matter of fuch importance therefore might well 
deferve.the care of the great Emperor to whom 
we owe our prefent Kalendar, who was himfelf 
a great proficient in this Sctence as well as Afiro- 
nomy. Pliny has quoted feveral things from his 
books of the rifing and fetting of the Stars, 

Ccz2 B. XVIil. 
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B. XVII, Ch. 25, 26, €8c. and Lacan makes 


him fay, 





—— Media inter pralia femper 
Stellarum, Colique plagis, Superifque vacavi. 


What great and glorious fuperftru€tures have 
fince been raifed upon the noble foundations he 
jaid, animated and encouraged probably by fo 
illu{trious an example? And indeed if we confi- 
der to what a degree of accuracy and perfection 
we now know the courfes, periods, and order of 
all pait ages fince the Mo/aick creation, we fhall 
have juit caufe to admire the fagacity and in- 
duftry of our great antiquaries and chronologers, 
and the powers of Numbers and Geometry when 
apply’d to the aftronomical obfervations of the 
feveral motions of the Sun and Moon, the origi- 
nal ftandards and meafures of all our time and 
duration. 

But tho’ the induftry of former ages had dif- 
covered the periods of the great bodies of the 
univerfe, and the true fyftem and order of them, 
and their orbits pretty near ; yet was there one 
of the fmaller or fecondary ones, our Moon, viz. 
of all others, incomparably the moft difficult and 
hardeft to be brought under the laws of calcula- 
tion, that had hitherto baffled all the attempts 
of the greateft aftronomers. This therefore, as 
well as the grand fecret of the whole fyftem, 
the law of gravity, was referved for the glory 
of this age, and the honour of the Eng/i/b na- 
tion. From this the late incomparable Sir J/aac 
Newton has demonftrated the theories of all the 
bodies of the folar fyftem, of all the primary 
planets and their fecondaries, and among others 
the Moon, which had hitherto defied all the 
powers: 
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powers of numbers, for whofe theory he has laid 
fuch a foundation, that we feem now to want 
only the affiftance of {ome more obfervations to 
bring it to perfection, and to be able to calcu- 
Jate all the feeming inequalities, and greateft 
apparent irregularities of its motions, with the 
fame facility, and with equal precifion and ex- 
actnefs, as we do any of the other planets: A 
perfection in Pbhzlofopby, that even the boldeft 
thinker durft hardly have hoped for; and which 
unlefs mankind turn barbarous again, will con- 
tinue the reputation of this nation as long as the 
fabrick of nature fhall endure. After this, what 
is it we may not expect from the power of Num- 
bers and Geometry, when united together, and 
joined to Obfervations and Experiments?’ And 
what other Ob/ervations are wanting to compleat 
the laft mentioned theory, we have juft grounds 
to hope too will foon be imparted to the pub- 
lick by our great furviving aftronomer, and 
Sir I/aac Newton’s old friend, the learned Dr. 
Halley, whofe celeftial obfervations, and aftro- 
nomical tables, and particularly thofe of the 
moon, have been long promifed, and im- 
patiently expected by all the lovers of A? rononiy 

and Chronology: Such an improvement in the 
theory of this planet, will in time produce anew 
reformation of our Kalendar, that fhall far fur- 
pafs and out-fhine both the Gregorian and Fu- 
lian. 

It was a fine fpecimen of the great ufe and 
nice accuracy of this way of reafoning, when 
applied to ancient hiftory, this author gave us 
in an effay publifhed many years ago in the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfa€tions, where he determined 
the day and hour of ‘Fulius Cefar’s landing in 
Cc 3 Lritain, 
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Britain, from fome circumftance 
mentioned in his commentarics. 

But what vaftcr and nobler difcoveries have 
there been mace by others in this way? And ra 
have the calculated times of eclipfes found i 
Ptolemy's tamous aftronomical canon, when com- 
pared with the chronology of the O/d Te/tament, 
and particularly with the Sabbatical years of the 
Fews, fully fettled the times of the great events 
recorded in the bi ble, ever fince the captivity 
of the ten tribes by Sa/manaffar, in the days of 
Hezekiah King of fudab. And thus in a man- 
ner demonftrated to us in the moft furprizing 
manner, and from the moft authentick and un- 
doubted evidence, the truth of the facred hifto- 
ry and chronology for 721 years before the 
Chriftian /Era, and 2448 years before the pre- 
fent time. 

Nay, indeed, if the calculatiens of a learned 
and ingenious aftronomer be admitted *, relating 
to the periods and revolutions otf the famous co- 
met that was feen here 4. D. 1682, and which 
we are told were review’d and approved by the 
eet Sir I/zac Newton himfelf, the chronology 
of tl 2 Old ‘Teftament will then be eftablifhed not 


] . 
“the relation 


on!y toa year, but to aday, fromthe very time 
of the - Mojaick deluge it felf ; 5 and it will appear, 
that chis facred chronology is true and exact, in 


nericct agreement and harmony with the moti- 
tions esd revolutions of all the celeftial bodies 
from D:cember the fecond in the 2926th year, 
accord':;; to him, before the Chriftian 47ra, 
and fo wonderfully confirmed and attefted to by 
them. \\Vbich extraordinary difcoveries, when 
founded on certain and mathematical principles, 


* See Mr. Whifton’s ¢ax/e of the Deluge demonftrated. 
cannot 
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cannot but be efteemed of the utmoft impor- 
tance by all that are ftudious of truth, and fin- 
cere and impartial enquirers into the certainty 
and evidence of the Jewifh and Chriftian reve- 
lations. 

Thus a work begun long ago by the great ‘Fo- 
fepb Scaliger, in his immortal book de Emenda- 
tione Temporum, and which was fuccefstully car- 
ried on by the learned Cappelius, Petavius, our 
own Lydiat, Mr. Gregory, the moft learned Arch- 
bifhop Uber, Sir Fobn Marfbam ; and abroad by 
F. Pezron, Cardinal Norris, Zillemonut and Pagi ; 
but above all by our late incomparable Bifhop 
Lloyd, Mr. Dodwell, Bifhop Pearjou, Bithop 
Beveridge; and which was alfo greatly im- 
proved by the indefatigable labours and indu- 
firy of the late learned and judicious Bifhop 
Cumberland, in his admirable notes and comment 
on Sanchontatho’s Phenician Hificry, and his Ovi- 
gines gentinm antiquiffinie ; Dr. Prideaus in his 
excellent Conneftion of the O/d and New Tefa- 
ment, and carried ftill further by Mr. /’22/fcn in 
his Chronological Table, and Effay on refteriz the 
Text of the Old Teffament, is now almoft com- 
pleated and brought to its utmoft getin. 
fince the printing of Sir I/aac Newton’s chrono- 
logy. 

For from the publication of this laft moft Jearn- 
ed and elaborate treatife (and which even its 
greate{t adverfaries have been forced to own a 
book of immenfe erudition and uncommon figa- 
city *) and the fhort epitome thereof that had 
been fome years publifhed, or handed about in 
manuf{cript among the learned, before the larger 


* Mr. Whifton’s Confutation of Sir Uaac Newton's Chro- 
nology, p. I. 
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work it felf appeared, and which engaged all the 
great chronologers of the age in further fearches, 
and deeper enquiries on this fubject ; feeing fo 
very fingular and new a fyftem broach’d by fo 
great a hand; from this time, I fay, we may 
juftly date a new ZEra of chronology, in which 
the {cience has been perhaps carried higher in a 
few years, than all the moft learned who went 
before had been able to do in fo many ages ; 
and this-ehiefly owing to the difputes that have 
arifen on the appearing of this new fyftem, of 
which nine or ten Articles have already been 
given in this Journal *; and will ftill much 
clearer appear when a few others, that will foon 
follow, are publifhed, which will afford us a fair 
opportunity of doing juftice to both fides, in 
giving a much exacter and more impartial view 
of the whole controverfy, and the merits of the 
feveral authors who have been concerned there- 
in, than has yet been done; and fuch a review 
we defign, before we take our leave of the de- 
bate. : 
The very firft who appeared in this contro- 
verly, after Sir I/aac Nezyton’s larger Chronology 
was publifhed, was this reverend and learned 
author, who while his great work, that makes 
the fubjeét of this prefent article, was in the 
prefs, as a {mall fpecimen of the future per- 
formance, publifhed a treatife in confutation of 
Sir I/aac’s new fyftem, under the title of Avz- 
madverfiois upon Sir Ifaac Newton’s book enti- 
tled, Ze Chronology of ancient Kingdoms amend- 
ed, &c. in232 pages in 8vo. in which, in the opi- 
nion of the beft judges, he fhew’d himfelf fully 


* See Art. XI, of Vou. HI. and Arr. XVII of 
L. VI 
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mafter of this fubje€t, and of all the compafs of 
ancient and modern learning neceflary to go to 
the bottom of it. The whole foundation of the 
controverfly between them, as it ftood then, was 
an ae this author had, that Sir J/aac’s fy- 
{tem of chronology was contrary to the Scrip- 
ture hiftory, and irreconcileable with it; befides 
its oppofing the unanimous and concurrent tefti- 
mony of all the greateft and beft chronologers 
ancient and modern, from whom he differ’d no 
lefs than 680 years in the flood of Ogyges, 280 
years in the taking of Zroy, 121 years in the 
building of Rome, 633 in-the reign of Salaris, 
the firft King of the lower Egypr, 1300 years in 
the rife of the Affyrzan monarchy, and 180 years 
in its fall; his not anfwering any of the argu- 
ments by which the former had ftrengthcned 
their opinion both from Seripture and ancient 
authors, &¢. Thefe were the two principal to- 
picks urged in that treatife, and in both he 
feem’d plainly to have the advantage of his ad- 
verfary ; but is is needlefs to enlarge farther up- 
on this fubjeét here, fince a full and particular 
account of this tract has already been given 
elfewhere *. 

But as this was only a {mall fpecimen of a 
sreater work, and wrote in hafte to anfwera 
particular junéture, owing to the accident of Sir 
Jfaac’s book happening to come out then; which 
Jarger work it felf being now publithed, and it 
is to be fuppofed ali poffible helps, that this no- 
ble fcience is capable of, have been made ufe 
of therein ; fo it is to be hoped, that by the 
publication of this elaborate treatife, the world 
will be better able to judge of the prefent con- 
troverfy. 2 

* Sce Prefent State of the Rep. of Letters,Vol. 1. Art. XII. 
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AIO The Prefent State of Art. go, 
For we muft obferve, that the principles and 
foundations of Sir J/aac’s fy {tem were laid deeper, 
and built ftronger, could they have been defend- 
ed, than to be fhaken by any arguments that 
were drawn either trom Scripture, or all the au- 
thorities of ancient and modern authors, being 
laid in the very frame and ftructure of nature it 
feif. The principal point on which his whole 
chronology turns, being his purfuing, with a 
reat deal of fubtlety, the faint tracks of the an- 
cient Greek aftronomy, in order to determine 
the pofition of the equino¢tial colures in the time 
of Chiron the Centaur, with refpeét to the fixed 
ftars. As it is new certain that thefe ftars have 
a motion in longitude of one degree in feventy 
two years; could we once know through what 
fixed ftars the colure paffed in Chiron’s time, 
by taking the diftance of thefe ftars from thofe 
through which it now paffes, we could deter- 
mine what number of years is elapfed fince Chi- 
von’s time. As Chiron was one of the Argonauts, 
this would fix the time of that famed expedition, 
and confequently that of the Yrojan war; the 
two great events on which all the ancient chro- 
nology depends. Sir I/aac places them §00 years 
nearer the birth of Chrift, than other chronolo- 
gers generally do, or about 937 years before the 
Chriftian Z4ra. 

This is the main and principal evidence for 
this chronology, and with whofe ftanding or 
falling, it muft either ftand or fall: For were 
the aftronomical pofition of the equinoétial 
and folftitial Colures, at the time when Chiron 
obferved them, and taught them, together with 
the ftars in the celeftial fphere, to Hercules his 
pupil, and to the reft of the Argonauts, fuch as 
Sir I/aac Newton imagined; this argument went 

; beyond 
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beyond probability, and amounted to demonftra- 
tion, and muft therefore out-weigh all authority, 
whether ancient or modern, againft it. 

Mr. Whifion, one of the chief adverfaries of 
this new chronology, is yet fo candid, as toown 
in its tavour *, that the difcovery which Sir J/aac 
has here made of this fure aftronomical xpsmpuoy 
of the true time of the argouautick expedition, 
in the defect of eclipfes, to be highly worthy 
the uncommon fagacity of the great Sir I/aac 
Newton, and in its own nature a chronological 
character truly ineftimable. He farther allows 
its foundations to be true, that Eudoxus’s {phere 
was the fame with Chiron’s, and that it was firft 
made and fhewed Hercules and the reft of the 
Argonauts, in order to guide them in their voy- 
age to Colcbis: But then he thinks at the fame 
time, that we need no ftronger argument to 
overturn all Sir J/zac Newton’s own chronology 
than this pofition of the Colures at the time of 
that expedition, which its propofer has fo very 
kindly furnifhed us withal. 

And accordingly it muit be owned, this learn- 
ed aftronomer feems throughly to have examin- 
ed, and for ever determined this point t. He 
gives us the original paflage of Eudoxus out of 
Hipparcbus at large, not only as to the pofition 
of the Colures by the oldeft fphere, but of the 
Equator and two tropicks alfo. He then makes 
eleven particular reflections on the particular 
circumftances of the feveral afterifms over which 
Eudoxus fays the Colures then paffed. He alfo 
takes notice of the oldeft draughts that are now 
preferved of thefe afterifms in the Aratea of 

* Mr. Whifton’s Confuiation of Sir Uaac Newton's Chrox. 
Dp. 991. uth. Records, Vou. 2. 

t Ib. p.992, to p. 1018. 
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Germanicus, and finds the defcriptions of the an- 
tiquarians to agree with one voice to the deicrip- 
tion of the Colures, not for, but directly againft 
Sir I/aac Newton’s chronology, and to fix the 
Argomautick expedition about 414 years earlier 
than he places it; fo that all the aftrenomy of 
the laft 2000 years appears to declare with one 
unanimous confent again{ft him. Nor is there 
one Phenomenon in the {fyftem of the world, 
nor any one teftimony left us in antiquity, that 
feems to give the leaft umbrage or pretence for 
this new fituation and pofition he would afcribe to 
Chiron’s Colures, nor confequently to the infe- 
rences he draws trom them, in tavour of his new 
chronology. Upon which Mr. Wbiffon, to bring 
the whole debate to a certain and fpeedy iffue, 
folemnly appeals to Mr. Senex’s very large, and 
very exact celeftial globe, on which Sir I/aac 
Newton’s Colures are drawn, for the truth of 
what he advances concerning the pofition of the 
old Colures ; and folemnly appeals to our royal 
profeffor of aftronomy Dr. Haley, the illuftrious 
triend of the deceafed, and who had twice before 
engaged in this controverfy, in his defence 
againft a French adverfary *, to examine this 
matter Once more, and to declare openly the re- 
fult of fuch his examination. Which folemn ap- 
peal, or challenge rather, having been made him 
now above two years ago, and he ever fince been 
wholly filent thereupon, after he had appeared 
twice in print on this occafion, in anfwer to the 
comparatively trifling difficulties of a far inferior 
adverfary, I believe we may reft pretty well fa- 
tisfied, the reafon is, that he fees it incapable of 
being defended; and if Dr. Haley has given it 


* Philofophical Trarfadtions, N. 397, and 399. 
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up, I think we may venture to fay, there is 
{carce any other left hardy enough to undertake 
it. But how fo great a man, and one fo tho- 
roughly skilled in aftronomy as Sir I/aac New- 
ton, fhould lay fuch mighty ftrefs upon a pofition 
of the Colures at the Argonautick expedition, for 
the amendment of Chronology, and yet after all 
not the leaft ancient evidence fhould now appear 
for it: Nay, that the entire paffages in Hippar- 
chus, on which he alone relies, fhould be fo 
clearly and undeniably againft ir, will, I believe, 
for ever appear one of the moft puzzling pheno- 
mena in all literary hiftory. 

We may now therefore look upon this con- 
troverfy as in effect ended; what is certain, is, 
that the very few who are proper judges of this 
matter have, upona full enquiry, and thorcugh 
examination of the evidence on all fides, given 
a decifion; and though it fhould happen that 
the ftrongeft arguments were on one fide, and 
only the name of Sir J/aac Newton on the other ; 
we are not to wonder if the others, ‘who are al- 
ways the great majority, fhould remain fome 
time in fufpence, and undetermined; nor in- 
deed can they be blamed, but are very excufable 
in fo doing. 

And the refult of the whole controverfy, if 
we may be here allowed to anticipate what 
more properly belongs to another place, is this, 
that it now fully and clearly appears from the 
entire evidence of all the old chronology facred 
and profane, and particularly from the ftrong 
additional evidence produced, or occafioned by 
Sir I/aac Newton’s chronology, which was wholly 
intended againft it, that the times of the Argo- 
nautick expedition, and of the fiege of Troy, 
with all the events that depend on them, are fo 
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far from having been fo much Jater than chrono- 
logers have hitherto determined, as Sir J/aac 
Newton would perfwade us, that on the contra- 
ry they were confiderably earlier than any of 
them had put them, and are to be placed about 8 5 
years higher from the Chriftian Zia, according 
to all the moft valuable evidence we have re- 
maining of thofe ancient times. 

And alfo that next to Ptolomy’s canon, and 
the comet that appeared here in 1689, the {phere 
of Chiron with its afterifms, and the pofition of 
itsColures, as attefted to by the ancient records, 
adds a third furprizing and moft undeniable 
aftronomical confirmation, in conjunction with 
all the other original evidence, to the facred 
chronology * ; and this fo far back as the Exo- 
dus of the children of J/rael out of Egypt, and 
the death of that Pharoah Sethos who perifhed 
in the Red Sea at the fame time. Such has been 
the ufe and advantage that has arifen from this 
controverfy ; and this the prefent ftate of ir. 

Thus it is that afronomy, and a juft obferva- 
tion of the courfe of nature, affift us in other 
parts of learning, and particularly Chronology, 
and thereby very much illuftrates and cafts a new 
and great light on all ancient hiftory both facred 
and profane: And this being the way and man- 
ner of reafoning more particularly ufed and pur- 
fued throughout this great work, and in which 
the learned author appears in many inftances to 
have made great difcoveries and improvements : 
We fhall therefore here enter into the more par- 
ticular detail of all that occurs fingular and moft 
confiderable in the aftronomical and chronolo- 
gical part of this performance, both as the fub- 


* See Mr. Whilton’s Auth. Records, p. 1068, and 1069. 
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jet is new, but chiefly as it is now, when the 
truth and authority of the holy Scriptures are fo 
boldly attack’d, the moft proper and feafonable, 
being an argument in its own nature, the ftrong- 
eft and moit convincing of all others. 

This author for the conveniency of calcula- 
tions of antient years, places the year of Curist 
oo, before the year of Curist o1, in which he 


differs from all other tables, who omit any fuch ..) 


year. This makes him feem at firft view to 
differ a year in many places, when in reality 
there is no difference at all; for the Fulian Pe- 
riod is the fame with the reft. 

His firft affertion is, that the Sun was created 
very near the autumnal equinox, and the an- 
tient year begun from thence; and that from 
the firft day of Adam’s lite he began the com- 
putation of days and years from the courfe of 
the Sun; the computation of months from the 
courfe of the moon, and the computation of 
weeks by the direction of Gon himfelf. 

After this he fhews, that the calculation for 
the year of the creation muft be made for the 
longitude of Babylov, as lying near the garden 
of Paradife. ‘That in all calculations before the 
time of Fofoua, an allowance muft be made of 
twelve hours for the Sun’s ftanding ftill. And 
that the weekly Sabbaths which were obferved 
before the time of the Mofaical law, were ob- 
ferved on that day of the week which we call 
Sunday, and not on the Saturday. One day in 
feven was appointed, becaufe the world was 
created in fix days, and Gop ceafed to create 
any more. The particular day was the day af- 
ter the fixth, or the firft day of Adam’s life, and 
confequently the firft day of the week from 

whence he began to compute his days and weeks. 
The 
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The firft idolatrous worfhip was that of the Sun ; 
and when it had over-{pread the Eaffern world, 
the general day of their worfhip was therefore 
called Sanday, and was the firft day of their 
week. But when Gon called the J/raelites out 
of Egypt, being willing to keep them at the ut- 
moft diftance from the heathen idolatry, when 
he altered the beginning of the year, he altered 
the day of their fabbath from the firft day to the 
feventh. Thus Exod. xii. 16. On the firft day 
of the week, when the I/rael¢tes marched out 
of Egypt, there was an boly convocation to others, 
but the neceflity of their marching drove away 
that Sabbath from them; but inftead thereot, 
on the feventh day of the week, there was to be 
an boly convocation to them, when they faw their 
enemics dead upon the fea-fhore. Thus Deut. v. 
15. Gop brought the I/raelites out of Egypt by a 
mighty band, and by an out-fretcbed arm, and 
therefore be commanded them to keep the feventh 
day of the week as their fabbath day. So that 
when Cuxrist came to be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, he only altered the fabbath from a day 
in which they were no way concerned, to a day 
which they had univerfally obferved from the 
creation of the world. 

As therefore this author, according to his 
computation, places the firft year of the creation 
anno ante Chriftum 400", and begins the fecond 
year thereof on the firft day of ‘fanuary follow- 
ing, according to the fulzan account ; fo it is 
faid, Gen. i. 18, 17, 18, 19. that the Moon was 
then a great light ; and fo it appears to be by 
* calculation. For in that year it is remarkable, 
that the Suz came to the autumnal equinox on 


* Calculation 1. p. 10. 
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Thurfday the fourth day of the creation about 
noon. ‘That at fix of the clock in the evening, 
when the fourth day began, the Sun was in a 
29. 17, and the Moon in Y to. 19. ‘Phat on 
this day the Sun began his motion from the 
equinox, and the fil from her aicending 
node, which was in ¥ 14. 18. That on the 
Saturday atter Adam was created, the twilight 
ended hor. 7. min. 26, and the Moon rofe bor. 8. 
min. §. Now the Sun’s pafiing over a given 
point of the ecliptick on a particular day of the 
week, happens but once in feven years ; that 
this fhould happen in the day of the full Moon, 
is but once in 2g times feven, or 203 years ; 
and that it fhould happen on the day when the 
Moon paffed her afcending node, is but once 
in 29 times 203 years, or in 5887 years; and 
confequently all the three circumftances confi- 
dered, there might not happen the like re- 
markable pofition of thefe two luminaries fince 
the creation. 

As Adam was created Anno Mundi 1 OF. 27, 
{fo he was one year old Anno Mundi 2, and con- 
fequently Geu. v. 3. an hundred and thirty years 
old Anno Mundi 131, which makes thefe tables 
differ a year from others, until the time in which 
Gop called Abrabaim to go out of Chaldea into 
the land of Canaan, Ge. xii. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

From what hath been faid before, this author 
concludes, that Gop fpake to the Patriarchs, 
and the Patriarchs offered facrifices to Gop on 
the firft day of the week, or Sunday. And as 
the Domintcal Letter, being known by the Cyc/e 
of the Sun, will fhew the Suzdays in all pat years 5 
fo this author faith, that the day of the year 
muft be known by an Aftronomical computing ot 
the Moon’s firft appearance in the evening after 
DECEMBER 1730. Dd the 
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the change; which he obferves out of Maimo- 
itdes may be done by this rule. If the diffe- 
rence of oblique Defcenfion of the Sun and Moon 
is lefs than twelve degrees ; or if the Moon fets 
lefs than 48 minutes after the Sun, fhe will be 
invifible, but if otherwife, fhe will be vifible. 

To reduce this to practice. ‘The remarka- 
ble days of the flood which began Anno Mundi 
1657, are either in the 6ooth, or in the 6orft 
years of Noab’s life. 

As to the firft year, it appears from Gen. vii. 1. 
to 12, that on the tenth day of the fecond month 
Gop commanded Noah to come into the Ark 
and to bring his houfhold, and the fowls and 
beafts with him; and on the feventeenth he rett- 
ed from his labours, and the flood came. In 
this year the Cyé/e of the Sun was 9, fo that the 
dominical letter was C. And it appears by cal- 
culation *, that the new Moon which began the 
year, was firft vifible on the 12th day of Odtover. 
For as the evening before the difference of ob- 
lique defcenfion was but 12d. 26 m,; foit is 
probable that cloudy weather preparing for fuch 
a deluge, might hinder her being vifible ; and 
if fo, then thefe days fell on the twenty firft and 
twenty eighth of November, which happened to 
be on Sundays. 

In the next year, on the twenty fecond day 
of the fecond month, Gew. viii. 15, 16. Gop 
fpake to Noah to come out of the Ark, he was 
fix days in coming out, fo that on the fourth 
day of the third month, Gen. viii. 20, 21. he 
offered his folemn facrifice. In this year the 
Cycle of the Sun was 10, and the dominical let- 
ter C ; now it appears by t Calculation, that the 


* Calculation 2. p. 33- + Calculation 3. p. 34 
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new Moon, which began the year, was vifible 
Od. 1. © in m 18.16. ) in“ 9g. 17, difference 
of oblique defcenfion 14d. 38 m.; fo that the 
year began O¢7. 2. and thefe days fell on the 
27th day of November, and the 4th of Decemler, 
which happened to be on Sundays. 

As for the time of the flood, Varro, the moft 
learned among the Romaus, placeth it about 
1600 years betore the firft O/ympiads, in which 
he doth not differ half a century from the He- 
brew Bible. <Arifiotle fent into Greece the Afiro- 
nomical obfervations of the Chaldeans, by which 
it appears, that Babylon was taken by Alexander 
the Great 1903 years after its foundation, which 
exactly agrees with the Mo/aical account. As 
to the Chaldeans, their account of time is very 
Romantick ; but if inftead of an annual revolu- 
tion we take a diurnal, it is evident that their 
ten firft Kings do end exactly at the death of 
Noah, who was the tenth from Adam according 
to the /cripture hiftory. 

In Perfia they reckoned Zaurus to be the firft 
fign, as we do Aries. In Zaurus there is a re- 
markable Star, which we call the Bui’s eye, and 
they the Leader, which at the birth ot Noah, 
the moft ancient perfon of which they had an 
account, happened.to be of the famé longitude 
with the vernal Aguznox ; and the Pledades were 
accounted by them as watry Stars, who happen- 


ed to be in the fame degree at the time of the 
flood. 


In Egypt they had very extravagant accounts; 
but as it is certain from Plutarch, that they 
reckoned their months inftead of years, fo this 
computation will reduce many of them to truth. 
Secondly, they reckoned their years to confift 
of 120 days, and this computation reconciles 
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more of their ftories. And laftly, they had 
their folar year, by which Eratofthenes re€tified 
the table of their Kings from the Alexandrian 
library, according to the facred Scriptures ; and 
the catalogue of them preferved by Fofepbus is 
agreeable thereto, and alfo feveral other ac- 
counts of antient writers which this author men- 
tions. 

In China they exceed all the world befides in 
their large account of time. But Navaret, who 
lived among them, affures us from their beft re- 
cords, that their firft Kings began 131 years af- 
ter the flood, which was the time of the difper- 
fion from Babylon. Several of their genealogies 
which they make to be fuccefflive, appear to be 
collateral. ‘The conjunétion of the five Planets 
in the fign %, is computed by Caffinz to be 500 
years later than they have placed it ; and the 
computation ef the winter folftice in the reign 
of their Emperor Yao is of the fame nature. But 
that which is more remarkable is, that they 
reckon Fobi to be their firft King, and give fuch 
an account of him as very evidently agrees with 
Noah, who, as they fay, reigned 115 years 
among them. This makes it probable, that 
Noab was a King of the moft eaftern country 
for fo long a time, and that the Chinefe attribute 
this hiftory to themfelves, and the length of 
their fucceffive reigns exactly agree with their 
cotemporaries, as they are recorded in Scripture. 
They tell us that in the reign of their feventh 
Emperor Yao, the Sun ftood ftill for eight days, 
which nrade them apprehenfive of a general con- 
flagration. ‘This, no doubt, was that which 
happened in Fo/bua’s time, Chap. x. 12, 13, 14. 
And by comparing the Scriptures with the Chi- 
wefe annals, it appears, that this miracle of Fofbua 
happened 
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happened in the 76th year of their feventh Em- 
peror Yao, who reigned go years. So that from 
hence the Chinefe annals ought to be rectified, 
to make them agreeable to truth. 

This author having thus eadeavoured to re- 
concile the Scripture hiftory with the Chronology 
of the heathen world, and fhewn how near their 
miftakes were agreeable to truth, proceeds now 
to demonftrate the Scripture Chronology accord- 
ing to his intended method. And the next 
Epocha which offers it felf is the year of the pro- 
mife given to Abrabam. 'This Gen. xii. 4, we 
are told to be when Abrabam was 75 years old. 
But as nothing is more common in Scripture, 
than to put a part of a year for a whole, fo this 
author fuppofeth it to be when Abrabam was 
"4 years old compleat, and entering upon the 
n5th year of his age. And as by the addition of 
a year at the creation, he differs a year from 
other Chronologers, fo by the fubftraction of a 
year at this place, he happens to agree with 
them until the reign of Reboboam King of I/rael. 
It appears from Exod. xii. 40, 41, 42. that this 
promife was given on the fame day of the month 
in which the I/raefites came out of Egypt ; or on 
the fourteenth day of the feventh month, if we 
begin to reckon from the Autumnal Equinox. 
The number of the Cycle of the Sun for this 
year was 16, and the Dominical letter B. The 
Sun came to the Autumnal Equinox on the roth 
day of Odfober, and it appears by * Calculation, 
that the new Moon, which began that year, 
was vifible Of. 12. © in = 2.17. ) in = 19, 
22. Difference of oblique defcenfion 15 d. 30m. 
So that the year began Oc?. 13. and confequent- 


" Calculation 4. p. 179. 
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ly the day in which Gop fpake to Abrabam was 
April 24, which happened to be on a Sunday. 

The next Epocha is that of the departure of 
the Jjraelites out of Egypt. The giving of the 
law trom mount Sinai, which was in the fame 
year, is exprefly faid, Gal. iii. 17. to be four 
hundred and thirty years after the promife given 
to Abrabam. At this time the I/raelites oblerved 
the paffover on the fourteenth day of the feventh 
month, which was now altered to the firft, and 
on the fifteenth day they came out of Egypt, 
which was on a Sunday, and inftead thereof they 
obferved the fabbath on the Saturday tollowing. 
The number for the Cycle of the Sun this year 
was 26, fothat the dominical letter wasC. The 
Sun then came to the * Autumnal Equinox on the 
fixth day of Oéfober. ‘The Moon was vifible on 
the 28th day of September in the evening, fo 
that the day following began the new year © in 
M, 21. 52. pin = 16. o1. difference of oblique 
defcenfion 18 d. 57 m. {o that the fifteenth day 
of the feventh month, or firft day of unleaven- 
ed bread, was on Sunday the 11th day of Apréi, 
and the feventh day of unleavened bread was 
alfo on Saturday the 17th day of the fame 
month. 

And now as this Sabbath fhewed the day of 
the week in which Curist refted in the Grave, 
fo the Sabbatical year which was to be obferved 
once in feven years, fhewed alfo the year in 
which it happened. The time was fixed by 
Mojes, Levit xxv. When ye fhall come into the 
sd of Canaan, and fhall have planted all manuer 
of trees for food, (which was the work of the 
firft year) then ye foal count the fruit thereof as 


ee 
* Calculation 5. p..300. 
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uncircumci(ed; three years (conclufive of the firft 
year) fhall it be as uncircumcifed unto you; it 
shall not be eaten of. Butin the fourth year (ex- 
clufive of the firft) a the fruit thereof fhall be 
boly (or a Sabbatical year) to praife the Lorp 
withal: And in the fifth year ye fhall eat the 
fruit thereof, (then ye fhall fow and reap; then 
ye fhall plant vineyards, and gather in the grapes ; 
and then ye fhall do all manner of hu. bandry) 
that the earth may yield unto you the increase 
thereof. Now the J/raelites came into the land 
of Canaan in the year 2553. ‘This year they 
planted trees for food. ‘The years 2554, 2555, 
and 2556, were years in which they were not 
to eat thereof; and the year 2557 was the Sab- 
batical year. And as our SAVIOUR was cruci- 
fied in the year of the world 4041, fo if 2557 
is fubftracted trom it, the remainder is 1484; 
which being divided by 7, there is no remain- 
der, and fhews, that this was alfo a Sabbatical 
year. 

The next type was the year of ‘Fub/ee, which 
happened once in 50 years, and {uppofed to fhew 
the year of our Saviour’s birth. For the proof 
hereof this author brings many reafons to fhew, 
that Curist was born on the firlt day of the 
feaft of Tabernacles, and was circumcifed on the 
eighth or laft day, which were the two great 
days of the feaft. And thus (as St. Zohn faith, 
Chap. i. 14.) Zhe Worv was made flefb, Kat 
tsxivassy ev nuiv, and dwelt (or fixed his taber- 
nacle) amoug us. This feaft in the year of Fu- 
bilee immediately followed the publication there- 
of. And thus foon after the found of the Ram’s 
horns had proclaimed a freedom of fervants from 
their mafters, the angels from heaven proclaim- 
ed our deliverance from fin and Satan. This 
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year was firft obferved in the third year after 
the I/raelites enter’d into Canaan, or in the year 
of the world 2555. ‘The firft year they con- 
quered ‘fertcho and Ai, In the winter the Gz- 
beonites by craft obtain a league. ‘The next year 
fyoua conquers {even Kings more and their Ci- 
ties, and then at the end of the campaign he, 
Jud. x. 43, returns in peace to the camp at 
Gileas, and doth not prefs forward to the fea 
coats to enlarge his conquefts, becaufe he was 

obliged, Lev. xxv. 8. to 18. to obferve the Fu- 
bilee, as foon as he had a year of peace for that 
purpote. Thus the Fubzlee was obferved in the 
year of the world 2555, and as our Saviour 
was born inthe year goo , fo if the other num- 
bev is fubftraéted from thence, the remainder is 
1450, which being divided by s0, there is no 
remainder; fo that the year of his birth was 

alfo a year of Jubilee. ‘The number of the Cycle 
of the Sun for this year was 6, and the Dowznz- 
cal jetter G. The Sui came to the Autunmal 
equinox Sept. 25, and it appears by * calcula- 
tion that the new Moon which began that year, 
was Vilible Sept. 22. © in m 27. 21% D in & 
23 9. ‘Siieownie of oblique defcenfion 12d. 17m. 
And therefore as our Saviour rofe from the 
dead on a Sanday, fo he was born O@f. 7, and 
circumcifed O¢f. 14, which happened alfo on 
the fame days of the week. 

In proving that our SAviour was born on 
the firft day feaft of tabernacles, this author 
gives an account ae ™_ courfe of Abza, when 
the lot . ne chariab, Luke i. §, 8,9, was to 
burn incenfe, and deebeddinety gives us an ephe- 


meris from that time to the circumcifion of our 


SAVIOUR 
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Saviour, in which are feveral things obfervable. 
The firft day of the fourth month was the day 
of Elizabeth's conception ; and the firft day of 
the tenth month was the day of the conception 
of the Virgin Mary. Zechariah received the 
meffage of our deliverance on the fame day that 
the deeree of Abafbuerus to deftroy the Fews 
was reverfed. ‘fobu the Baptift, who came nei- 
ther eating nor drinking, was born on the firft 
day of unleavened bread. ‘The Angel came to 
the Virgin Mary on the laft day of the Fulian 
year, and fhe conceived on the firft day of the 
new year, which alfo happened in the teaft ob- 
ferved for the dedication of the Zemple. 

As thefe courfes were fettled by So/omen in 
the year of the world 3000, and on the fifteenth 
day of the feventh month ; fo it is alfo ob- 
fervable, that the great feaft of the dedication 
that year began upon a Sundzy, and not upon a 
Sabbath, as hath been generatly fuppofed, the 
hurry of bufinefs being too great for fuch a 
day. The number for the Cycle of the Sun is 
g, and the Dominica! letter isC. * The Sun 
came to the autumnal] equinox on the fecond 
day of O¢fober, and the Moon was vifible the 
fame evening. © in = o. 4, and yp in = 24. 6. 
difference of oblique defcenfion 12d. 39m. fo 
that the great day of the dedication was O¢7. 1”, 


which happened on a Sunday ; the laft day of 


the dedication was O¢7. 24, which was alfo on 
a Sunday, and on Monday O¢f. 25. the people re- 
turned home. So that thefe two great feafts 
happened on the fame day of the week, and alfo 
on the fame days of the ‘fewt/> year in which 
our SAviouR was born and circumcifed. 


* Calculation 6. p. 406. 
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For the fettling a Journal from the depar- 
ture of the J/raelites out of Egypt, to their en- 
trance into Canaan, there are two other * cal- 
culations ; the firft is for the fecond year of 
their Departure, and the other is for the year 
before their Entrance. But the defign of them 
being only to fix the days of the Zewifb Sab- 
baths for that time, there is no neceffity of be- 
ing particular in the defcription of them. 

After the J/raelites came into the land of Ca- 
naan, there is another calculation to find the 
day of the year, when the Sun ftood ftill, which 
is fuppofed to be on the r1th day of April at 11 
of the clock in the morning. This conjecture 
is grounded on the words of ‘ofbua, Chap. x. ro. 
Sun, fiand thou fil upon Gibeon, and thou moon 
in the valley of Ajalon. ‘fofoua was now in the 
road from Beth-boran, which lay toward the 
North-weft of Gibeon; and therefore the Sun 
ftanding over Gibeou muft be toward the South- 
eaft, and fo the more vifible in China, which 
made them more apprehenfive of a general con- 
flagration. And as Ajalon lay in the tribe of 
Dan toward the Weft ; fo on this day, and at 
this time, the Moon was near its fetting. How- 
ever, at eleven of the clock in the morning it 
was thus. © inY¥ 7. 58. altitude 53d. 22m. 
Azimuth from the South toward the Eaft 29 d. 
g0m. ) in w 4d. 13 m. Latitude South 3 d. 
32m. apparent Altitude 1d. 32m. Azimuth 
from the Weft toward the South 34d. 37m. 
And had it been later in the year, the height of 
the Sun without a frefh miracle would have ren- 
dered the feafon unfit for ation. 


* Calculation 8. p. 421, aud Calculation 9. p. 422. 
| Calculation 10. p. 491. 


The 
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agrees with all others till the reign of Reboloanr, 
where he differs a little. The firft difference is 
but a year, which I fhall fet down in his own 
words. As for the year of Rehoboam’s reign, 
when the golden calves were fet up, all chronolo- 
gers, whom I know of, agree to place it in the 
firft year of bis reign; but I (uppofe it to have 
been in the fecond. For let us fuppofe, as it és 
very probable, that Solomon died in the latter 
end of a Julian year, or in the winter. In the be- 
ginning of the year, or the next (pring, when the 
feajon was fit for travelling, Jeroboam Zs feut for 
from Egypt. He comes. The people treat with 
Rehoboam. The conferences are vroken of. A re- 
volt enfues. Rehoboam fends a meffage. Then 
be vaifeth an army, and the Army ts disbanded. 
Here is a fummer’s work. Jeroboam builds Pe- 
nuel, and fortifies bimfelf. Here is the work for 
the following winter. And then at the Paffover, 
in the next or fecond year, and at the (pring, Je- 
roboam fets up the golden calves, to preveiut the 
people from going upto Jerufalem. So that thefe 
calves were fet up in the fecond year of Revo- 
boam’s reign, and not in the firft. 

The next difference is in the 390 years men- 
tioned by Exekze/, Chap. vi. §. which began at 
the fetting up of the Calves. Archbifbop Ufber, 
Dr. Prideaux, and Mr. Marfhall, make them to 
end in the laft captivity of the ten tribes by Ne- 
buzaradan the captain of the guards, which was 
four years after the deftruction of Feru/alei in 
the eleventh year of King Zedekiab. Here this 
author leaves them, and joins with Dr. Light- 
foot, who makes thefe 390 years to end in the 
deftruction of .Ferufalem tour years before the 
other. ‘This author faith, that this laft capti- 

vity 


The Cronology being thus fettled, this author _ 
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vity was fo fmall, fo fudden, with fuch little 
difficulty, and without either fiege or famine, 
that it doth not anfwer the folemnity and gran- 
deur with which it is defcribed in the Prophets. 
And he adds, that the Prophet Ezekse/, Chap. 
iv. 1, 25 3, 7, 8. {peaks fo plainly of a fiege 
and a famine, and even of the fiege of Feru/a- 
Jena, that there needs no more than the com- 
paring of the prophecy and hiftory, 2 Kings xxv. 
I, 2, 35 4) §- Ferem. lil. 4, 5, 6, 7. to thew 
how it was then fulfilled. 

The calves being fet up in the fecond year of 
Rehboboam’s reign, the firft year of J/rae/’s fin, 
or the firft of the 390, is in the tables placed in 
the third year of Reboboam ; and herein this au- 
thor differs two years, not only from others, 
but even from Dr. Lightfoot, whom he feems 
now to follow. One of thefe years is accounted 
for by a different expofition of the fame text, 
1 Kings xv. 9. In the twentieth year of Jeroboam 
King of Urael, reigned Afa over Judah, that is, 
he began then to reign. From hence Dr. Ligbt- 


foot places the firft year of A/a’s reign in the 


zoth year of Zeroboam ; and this author places 
the beginning of his reign inthe 2oth year, and 
his firft year with the 21ft ; fo that in the reign 
of Abijab King of ‘fudab, Dr. Lightfoot reckons 
his three years to be only current, and this au- 
thor reckons them compleat. ‘The fame method 
is alfo taken in the two years reign of Nadab 
the fucceffor of Feroboam King of I/rael; fo that 
afterward the parallel in the fucceffive years of 
the two Kingdoms is carried on in the ufual 
method. 

Ana 23 this author differs five years from Arch- 
bifbop Ulber, Mr. Marfhall and others, which 
appears from their placing the firft year after the 
birth 
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birth of Curist, in the year of the world 4004, 
and his placing it in the year 4009 ; fo it is pro- 
per here to give an account of the difference. 
They take the fame method with Dr. Lightfcot 
in the years of the reign of Abijab King of Fu- 
dab, and of Nadab King of I/rae/ ; fo that here 
is one of the years accounted for already. ‘The 
other four years are alfo accounted for, becaufe 
this author follows Dr. Lightfcot in his compu- 
tation of the 390 years from the fetting up of 
the golden calves, to the Zewéfb captivity in the 
eleventh year of Zedekiab, which Dr. Lightfoot 
places in the year of the world 3420, but Arch- 
bifbip Uber, &c. places in the year 4316, and 
this author, by adding the year already mention- 
ed, places in the year 3421. 

From this year to the death of Curisr there 
is no difficulty in the chronology, becaufe this 
author exactly follows Arcbbifbop Uber, Dr. Pri- 
deaux, and Mr. Marfoall, which appears from 
the Fulian Period. 'There may indeed feem to 
fome to be the difference of a year, but the rea- 
fon is only becaufe this author for the conve- 
niency of Calculations, hath before the year of 
Curist 1, placed the year of Curist 00, which 
the others have omitted, and fo made the faid 
year to be Anno ante Chriftum. 

There are but two more calculations, which if 
are intended to fettle the controverfy, whether fla 
our Saviour was crucified on the fourteenth, itt 
or on the fifteenth day of the firft month Niffziz 
or Abib. For the fettling of this it is agreed on 
by ail that he was crucified Anno 33, according 
to the vulgar account, and that he was crucified 
on Friday the third day of April, and rofe from 
the dead on Sunday the fifth day of the fame 
month. The year of the Zuéian Period was 4746, 
which 
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which being divided by 28, the remainder, or 
the Cycle of the Sun was 14, and confequently 
the dominical letter was D ; fo that the days of 
the week do an{wer accordingly, If then Fri- 
day April 3. was the fifteenth day of the month, 
then the Moon mutt be vifible March 19. but 
this was impoffiblee © in m 27. 5. yin Y 00. 
to. diftance of oblique defcenfiod 3. 28. The 
author adds, that at Sun fetting at Ferufalem, it 
was totally eclipfed in the more fouthern parts, 
and foon after left the earth ; and it is impoffi- 
ble that the Sun fhould be totally eclipfed in 
one part of the world, and the light of the new 
Moon be vifible in another part at the fame 
time. 

But if Frzdzy Apri] 3. happened to be on the 
fourteenth day of the month, then the Moon was 
firft vifible on the tw entieth day of March, «© 
in ¥ 28d. 04m. Moon in ¥ 15d. 11m. diffe- 
rence of oblique defcenfion 20d. 09 m. which 
made her to be very vifible at that time. 





AR T §PC-B-E XE 


CaIiTIQUE de la BiBLIOTHEQUE des Au- 
teurs Ecclefiaftiques, & des prologomenes 
de la Bible, publiez par Mr. Elies du 
Pin, auec des Eclairciflemens & Sup- 
plemens aux Endroits ou on les a Jugez 
neceflaires. Avec des Remarques. 


That | 






























Art. 41. rhe Republick of Letters. 431 


That is, 


A CRITICISM upon Mr. Du Pin’s new Li- 
brary of Eicclefiaftical Authors, and bis 
Hiftory of the Canon of the Old and 
New Teftament, @c. By the late R. Si- 
mon, F. of the Oratory. To which are 
added, Critical Remarks upon Mr. Si- 
mon, by a learned Hand. In Four Vo- 
Iumes in 8vo. Vol. I. p. 731. Vol. IL. 
p. 634. Vol. Ill. p.804. Vol. IV. p. 718. 
Paris, Printed for Steph. Ganeau, Prin- 
ter to the Univer/ity. 


HE occafion of F. Simon’s writing upon 

this fubjeét, and the hiftory of this poft- 
humous treatife of his, is related by the editor 
in a narrative prefixed thereto, in the following 
manner. 

F. Simon, he fays, being retired in the coun- 
try, at fome diftance from Paris, a Clergyman 
in the neighbourhood, who was then reading 
over Mr. Du Pin’s new Library of Ecclefiaftical 
Authors, &c. defired him to give him his opi- 
nion of the performance; and finding, after 
fome. converfation with him upon this fubjeét, 
he had but a very indifferent opinion thereof, he 
intreated him, and at laft prevailed upon him to 
communicate, his reafons in writing: This was 
the occafion and true origin of this Cr7tici/m up- 
on Mr. Du .Pin ; wherein he endeavours to fhew, 
that in his account of Ecelefiafiiegl Authors, &c. 

2 there 
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there is not only nothing but what is common, 
and what he had copied from other writers, 
without even correcting their faults, but that 
his abridgments and analyfes of their writings 
are generally dry and too fhort; and for want 
of critical tafte and judgment, he had often omit- 
ted what there was moft important, and moft 
ufeful in the authors he treats of. He farther 
accufes him of not only not underftanding the 
fubjeéts his authors wrote upon, but the Jan. 
guage in which they wrote, not excepting even 
the latin it felt. 

It is to fuppiy thefe defeéts, and to correét 
thefe errors and miftakes, that our author ‘has 
added many illuftrations, and neceffary corretti- 
ons and fupplements, to feveral places that were 
either incorreét, or falfe and erroneous ;_ by 
which he pretends to difcover the truth of a 
great number of facts, that Mr. Du Pin had ei- 
ther omitted or mifreprefented. 

It might feem an act of rafhnefs in a perfon 
thus retired in a country folitude, and who want- 
ed the affiftance of books to attempt the cor- 
rection and reformation of a work like this, that 
required an immenfe reading. But in the want 
of books he had recourfe to MS. papers he al- 
ways carried about with him, which were filled 
with colle€@tions and memoirs taken from the beft 
libraries of Paris. °Twas from thefe memoirs 
he corrected feveral errors in thefe two works of 
Mr. Du Pin, tilt fuch time as a better opportu- 
nity offered of making a more exaét criticifm of 
them. 

Before he enters upon the particular enume- 
ration of the faults of this author, he obferves, 
that he is guilty of fevcral geographical ones, 
when he fpeaks of the French and Englifh, and 

even 
I 
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even of the council held in France and England, 
long before the name of French and Engli/b was 
known in the world, or there were any coun- 
tries called by thefe names. Speaking of Jreneé- 
us for example, who lived in the fecond centu- 
ry, he fays, That after having paffed his youth 
in the {choot of the moft learned of the apofiles, 
be came into France; tho’ there was no coun- 
try then called by that name, he had expref= 
fed himfelf much more exactly, he obferves, 
if he had faid with St. ferom, that Jrencus was 
ordained Prieft by Pothinus Bifhop of Lyons in 
Gaul. 

A fecond example hereof occurs at the begin- 
ning of his Ilid Tome, where we find thefe 
words, Evagre du Pont Euxin ; Evagrius of the 
Euxin Sea, not knowing it feems that Pontus 
Euxinus was a Sea. One ot his friends ftruck with 
fo grofs a blunder, pleafantly told him one day 
in the way of raillery, that this Evagrius inftead 
of being an ecclefiaftical author, muft furely be 
fome fifth or fea-monfter, fince he was an inha- 
bitant of the Eaxin: Whereupon he corrected 
this place, and put inftead of it, Born near the 
Euxin Sea. Notwithftanding which, this fault 
is {till continued in fome editions, and particu- 
Jarly in the Dutch edition printed in 1693. 

A third example here produced, is that of 
Mr. Gautier bifhop of Laon, who lived in the 
12th century, and whom Mr. Du Pin ftiles Gau- 
tier of Mauritania, inftead Gautier of Mortaign, 
becaufe he did not know that in Picardy as welt 
as Normandy there is a place named Mortagn, 
which in Latin is tranflated Mauritania. Some 
perfon probably having informed him of this 
miftake, he corrected it in fome copies, but by 
halves only ; for tho’ it is altered in the text, 
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yet we find it ftill in the margin of even the 
jaft edition, Gautier de Mauritanie, Evegue de 
Laon. . 

Thefe are fome of the faults F. Simon re- 
proaches Mr. Da Pin with, only as a prelimina- 
ry fpecimen to fhew his great careleffnefs and 
ignorance. He afterwards enters more deep! 
into the merits of the argument, and follows 
him clofely from his firft to his laft book. But 
F.. Simon's performance, it feems, has met with 
another critick in his turn. An anonymous wri- 
ter, who appears to be a perfon of great learn- 
ing and judgment, having made long remarks 
on each article, which are added here, at the 
end of each Volume, and which make at leaft 
one fourth part of the whole. 

As this book is compofed of a great variety 
of different and independent articles, it is not 
capable of any regular abridgment ; we can only 
here give a {pecimen or two to judge of the 
whole. We will begin with what concerns F. Si- 
mon himfelf. 

It is there faid that Mr. Du Pin would have 
done much better, not to have meddled with 
that famous critick, than to have told fo many 
falfhoods concerning him. On which occafion 
a paflage of this author is mention’d, that R7- 
chard Simon, a native of Diep, enter’d himfelf 
‘into the congregation of the Oratory, where he 
ftudied not only theology, but alfo the oriental 
danguages, and facred criticilm. Upon which 
our author remarks, that ’tis falfe that Mr. Si- 
gon ftudied thofe parts of learning after he en- 
ter’d himfelf into the congregation of the Ora- 
tory. On the contrary ’tis certain, that before 
he was a member of that fociety, he had read 
theological lectures in the Sorbonne for three 


years 








Art. 41. the Repubdlick of Letters. 435 


years together under Mr. Graudiu and My. Cha- 
millard. He knew allo the oriental languages 
at that time, and read lectures upon them inthe 
fame houfe, as all the tathers of the Oratory 
then very well knew. 

After feveral other remarks of tbis kind, we 
find the following one. ‘The project of a new 
fynopfis of the polyglot Bible publifhed under 
the name of Origen, was i::deed Mr. Simon’s, 
who never made a fecret ct being the ne of 
it: But it is falfe what Mr. Du Pin fays, thet 
this defign was not executed, becaufe the au- 
thor cou’d find no body that wou’d defray the 
expence of the impreffion. What prevented this 
work being publifird was, that he cou’d find no 
Printers capable of printing fo many different 
characters in cre and the fame book, and often 
in the fame page. I faw the firft fheet that was 
printed, where there was fo many faults} that ic 
is next to impofiible to correét them. 

Among other Articles of this author, there 


is one that treats of the books of R cigs of 


Gad, and of Semetas, which occurs in the 113th 
page of the third Volume. 

We can fcarce doubt, fays Mr. Du Pin but that 
the books of Nathan, Gad, and Semeias, were 
memoirs compos’d: by thefe two prophets, or va- 
ther prophecies, which coutaiwd a part ef biftory. 
“The word fcarce is here very ili applyd, 
* fays our author, fince it is clear as the day, 
** that all the Prophets wrote hiftories, asthe 
** holy Scripture exprefly afiirms.” To prove 
this he brings this paflage of the fecond book of 
the Chronicles: The other altions of Solomon, 
bis firft as well as bis laf, ave they not written 
iu the book of Nathan the Prophet, and in the 
prop becy of Ahia the Silonite? And he concludes 
Ee2 from 
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from this Text, that the author of the Chronicles 
has only related part of Solomon’s actions, from 
a larger hiftory that was given of them in the 
annals wrote by Nathan, by Abia, and by Addo. 
“6 °Tis certain, adds he, that there were Pro- 
“¢ phets in the Fewi/h republick whofe office it 
“© was to put in writing whatever pafs’d that 
“¢ was moft remarkable in their time.” To prove 
this, our author brings the teftimonies of the 
Chronicon Alexandrinum ; the commentaries of 
Theodoret, of Procopius, and fome other ancient 
Doétors of the Church he don’t name. 

The remarks which the anonymous author 
makes upon this article, who in his turn criti- 
cifes upon F. Simon, as he does upon M. Dz 
Pin, will be inferted in another Journal. 





AS ZC L B. Sa 


EustTatTuit Archiepifcop1 Theflalonicen- 
fis Commentari in Homeri Iliadem. 
Alexander Politus Florentinus nunc pri- 
mum Latine vertit, Recenfuit, notis 
perpetuss luftravit. Accedunt note 
M. Anton Salvini v. CL. 


That 1s, 


EUSTATHIUS’s, Bifhop of Theflalonica’s, 
Commentaries upon Homer’s Iliad. Tran- 


flated 
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flated into Latin, collated with all the 
former Editions,and illuftrated with Notes, 
by Alexander Politi, a Florentine. Print- 
ed in Greek and Latin at Florence iz 
Folio, 1730. and fold at the Shop of Van- 
denhock, at the Sign of Viregil’s Head, 
overagainft the new Church in the Strand. 


F Politi informs us in the preface prefixed to 

* this Work, that he undertook the tran{la- 

tion of Eufathius’s commentaries upon the I/zud, 

becaufe he thought it the moft ufeful and advan- 

tageous fervice he could do his country. He 
pretends that all the wifdom and fine tafte of an- 

cient Greece is contained in Homer ; and that 
thefe are ftill found in amore eminent degree, 
and in greater abundance, in this celebrated com- 
mentator of the great poet. And that therefore 
to give a Latin verfion of his commentaries for 
the ufe of his Countrymen, was to tran{port in- 
to Italy all the treafures of Greece, and thereby 
to carry the glory of the Latin and Gree? \an- 
guages to its greateft height ; to the perfection 
of which, in F. Polttz’s judgment, nothing was 
wanting, befides the having Euftathius’s com- 
mentaries in both languages. He congratulates 
himfelf therefore upon being the firft that be- 
gun and finifhed fo great an undertaking. Full 
of thefe high notions and ideas of his author, 
he was neither difcouraged by the innumerable 
difficulties, nor by the great length and bulk of 
the work. But he met with feveral foreign ob- 
ftacles that prevented his finifhing it fooner, of 
which he here gives a particular account. 
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He then explains to us the rules and method 
he followed in his tra inflation ; and on occafion 
of the Greek text of Lu?atbius, which he has 
printed as correct as poffible i in an oppofite co- 
Jumn to his latin verfion, he gives us an hifto- 
rical account of the feveral editions there has 
been printed of the Greek text, either in whole 
or in part; which article is not the leaft curious 
part of the preface. F. Politi fixes the epocha 
of the firft edition of all at Rome by Anthony Bla- 
dus in 1542. And he obferves that Nicholas Ma- 
joranis, who took care of this edition, only pub- 
lithed that year Fuffathius’s commentaries upon 
the firft five books of the J/iad; the reft were 
not finithed till 1550, and which are alfo printed. 
in a leffer character than the firft five books 
printed in 1542. F. Politi don’t omit mention- 
ing the abridgment which Adrian Junius made 
of ‘the commentaries of E ufiatbius, nor the edi- 
tion there was made of this abridgment, with 
the text of Homer at Bafil by Ferom Frobenius, 
and Nicolas Epifcopius i in rgs58. It wasin 1560. 
that the fame printers at Ba/iJ gave us a more 
correct edition of Exuffathius’s entire commenta- 
ries upon Homer, than that at Rome, with an 
index different from that of the Rowan edition, 
but full as large. Tho’ there was only thofe 
two editions of Ex/tathius’s commentaries, that 
of Rome in 1550, and that of Bafil in 1360, yet 
the tranflator obferves, that a long time before 
thefe editions, fome grammarians had made ex- 
tracts from thofe pennants and amon 
others, Guarinus Camers, who publifh’d fome. 
under the title, Ta wéer vas Tpayeannis xgvovir- 
yervey ina book entitled, Hortz Adouzdis, print- 
ed by d/dus 1496. 


Thefe 
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Thefe are all the helps F. Politi had from the 
printed copies for Euftathius’s text: For as to 
the manufcripts of this author, he owns he had 
no opportunity of confulting them; yet he fays 
there are two in Florence in the librray of the 
great Duke, one in parchment in two volumes 
in folio very ancient, which he judges was wrote 
in Euftathius’s own time ; and the other in pas 
per, much more modern : He fufpeéts that this 
laft was copied from another copy of Euftathius, 
which is in the publick library at Venice, where 
it might have come from the library of Popoli of 
Bologna, in which Adrian ‘funius fays, he had 
feen one. Father Politi intorms us, that there 
is no manufcript of Eufathius in the Vatican, 
but only a copy of the firft printed edition of 
this author upon vellum ; this fcarcity of Eufa- 
thius’s manufcripts, at leaft in Italy, need rot 
furprize us, fince Majoraunus, who publifh’d the 
firft edition-in 1542, knew only of two, both 
which he made ufe of; one belonging to Car- 
dinal Nicolas Ridolphi of Florence, the other to 
Cardinal Marcell Cervini, Father Polttt thinks 
he has reafon to believe, that the firft of thefe 
manufcripts is the fame with that now in the 
library of the great Duke. 

After this our tranflator {peaks of the notes he 
added to the text, and thofe which were com- 


municated to him by M. Antonio Salvint, which 


laft only relate to the firft books of the J/iad. 


We fhall only add, that tho’ the manufcripts- 


of this author are fo {carce in Italy, yet they are 
not fo in France, fince without reckoning the 
other publick libraries of Paris, there are feveral 
manufcript copies in the King’s library, both of 


the commentaries upon the J/igd, and thofe on - 


the Odiffey. 
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ARTICLE XLII. 


The Plan of a new Work entitled, Criti- 


CAL OBSERVATIONS upon the Books 
and Authors of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment. Collected from Mr. Calmet, F. S1- 
mon, Mr.Du Pin, Carpzovius, Gc. In 
which are contained, Critical Remarks 
upon the ancient and modern Criticks and 
Commentators upon the boly Scriptures, 


under thefe Heads. 1. viz. Upon the 
Method of the Fathers. 2. That of the 


Schoolmen. And, 3dly, The Criticks and 
Commentators fince the Reformation. To- 
gether with an Hiforical Account of the 
Divifion of the Scriptures tnto Chapters 


and Verfes , and the ancient and modern 
Manner of Punéuation, &c. 


HOEVER makes it his bufinefs tho- 
roughly to underftand but one book, I 


might fay one chapter of the Bible, will foon fee 
not only the great ufe, but neceffity of fuch a 
work, tho’ there are already fo many commen- 
tators on the Scriptures. Critical learning ad- 
mits of daily improvements, no lefs than Natu- 
ral philofophy-; the laft writers therefore upon 


- thefe 
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thefe fubjects are generally the beft. The me- 
thod of the ancient criticks and commentators 
was different, according to times and perfons ; 
fuch as convincing the Pagans of the ta¢ts and 
miracles recorded in Scripture, the ews of the 
accomplifhment of the prophecies in the perfon 
of Chrift, and the Hereticks of the articles of 
Faith oppofed by them. ‘The moderns indeed 
have apply’d themfelves more to the literal and 
grammatical fenfe of Scripture ; yet there were 
fome very excellent criticks and able commenta- 
tors among the ancients, viz. Origen, Eufebius 
of Cefarea, Theoderet of Heraclea, and Theodore 
of Mopfvefia; and the commentaries of St. e- 
yom and Lheodoret are full of admirable remarks 
both critical and literal. 

Before the controverfies which happened. a- 
bout the books of Origen, he was almoft the on- 
ly author follow’d in this kind of ftudy ; after- 
wards the Greeks kept to St. Chry/oftom, (for the 
moft part only copying him) and the Latins 
generally follow’d them till the time of St. Au- 
fiin and Gregory the great, as appears by com- 
paring erom with Origen and Eufebius; and 
St. Ambrofe with the fame Origen and St. Bajil. 
But when learning began to decline, abridg- 
ments and Catena, or chains of difcourfes, taken 
from former writers, came in fafhion ; and this 
is pretty near the manner of Bede, Alcuin, Ra- 
banus, Maurus, Haymon, Ausbert, Rupert, &c. 

From the12th century the ftudy of the Scrip- 
ture, like other fciences, was brought to the 
method of the fchoolmen, who treated it by 
way of queftion, and reduced it to common 
places ; as Thomas Aquinas on the New Tefta- 
ment, which is properly a chain of argument 
from the fathers ; but Nicholas de Lyra, who 
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was originally a Few, revived the ftudy of the 
literal fenfe, which was then neglefted. 'The 
common gloflary, Denis le Chartreux, and Hugh 
de St. Clare, who were ignorant of the original 
languages, only explain the vulgate by the La- 
tin fathers. Zoftat, Tena, Mendofa, and Pere- 
vius, follow’d the {choolmen; Sauéfius, Serra- 
rius, Bonperius, and Cornelius a Lapide, are very 
prolix, taking in the literal, moral, and akego- 
rical fenfe, and often mixing controverfy with 
their writings; they have been abridged by 
Emanuel-(a, Irvin, Menoch, Mariana, &c. but 
they leave the reader in fufpence, not bringing: 
any proofs to determine him. 

Since the Reformation the world has more than 
ever f{tudied languages, the original text of Scrip- 
ture, criticifm, hiftory, and all polite literature, 
and have apply’d themfelves to read the fathers 
and the Fewifl writers, New tranflations have 
been. made trom the Greck and Hebrew, and 
more comments have been written upon Scrip- 
ture within the {pace of one hundred and fifty 
years, than in fifteen hundred years before. The 
Proteftants are allow’d, for the moft part, to be 
very able criticks and commentators, but are 
blamed for being too jejune, over-loaded with 
grammatical remarks, and for having too great 
a regard to the Rabbz’s, and not enough for the 
fathers of the church. 

The greateft obftacle to a thorough under- 
ftanding the Scriptures, is our ignorance of the 
original language: The pure Hebrew has not 
been in ufe even among the Fews themfelves 
thefe 1800 years, and there is no remains of it’ 
but in the Bible ; not any fcholiaft, commenta- 
tor, or gloffary, ancient enough to fettle or af- 
certain the true fignification of any term, or: 

expreffion 
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expreffion of this language, as of Greek and La- 
ting in which there are abundance of books in all 
faculties, and by ftudying them carefully we may 
know the force of the words, and the exaét 
meaning of them. ‘The moft ancient verfion of 
the Scriptures from which we have any light for 
underftanding the text is the LXX, and many 
objections are made to it by Fo/ephus and Philo, 
after Arifieus. However, it may fuffice, that the 
Egyptian Fews had a tranflation of the Bible, at 
leaft of the Pentateuch, as early as Ptolemy Phi- 
Jadelphus, about 250 years betore Chrift; the 
authors of it, whoever they were, lived ata 
time when the Hebrew language was ftill under- 
ftood at Ferufalem and in Fudea. As to the other 
books of Scripture, they are far from being tran- 
flated with the fame exac¢tnefs, and the various 
reading of the fame word fhews how doubtful 
the tranflators were of their meaning. The Chal- 
dee paraphrafe which we have under the name of 
Onkelos is moft to be depended upon for explain- 
ing the terms, and for the literal fenfe of the 
Hebrew Text, but this is only upon the Penta- 
teuch : The Chaldee paraphrafts upon the reft of 
the Bible come far fhort of him, their explana- 
tions being often puerile, and {uch as we meet 
with in the commentaries of the Rabbi’s, moft 
of whofe writings are mean and unworthy the 
majefty of Scripture, as well as deftitute of tafte 
and good fenfe, owing to their vain traditions 
and fuperftitions ; moft of their explanations of 
the judicial laws are founded only on caprice 
and fancy, having no tincture of true hiftory and 
antiquity, and even in their conjectures they fel- 
dom agree well together. 
Another caufe of its being difficult to make 
2 good commentary on Scripture, is our being 
: ignorant 



















































a a SS —— 
my — 











































444 The Prefent State of Art. 43. 


ignorant of the manners, cuftoms, €c. of the 
antient Hebrews ; the exact form of their civil go- 
vernment ; the proprieties of their country, their 
habits, €3c. and much lefs are we acquainted with 
thofe of their neighbouring nations ; without all 
which affiftances it is impoffible to be perfectly 
able to explain the text of Scripture; for if we 
fet about it full of our own prejudices, and with 
the notions of our own manner of living, both 
as to civil and domeftick affairs, we muft necef- 
farily fall into incongruities. For explaining the 
Pentateuch, the laws and cuftoms of the Fews 
muft be compared with what is known of the 
cuftoms, &c. of the Egyptians. Mofes came out 
of Egypt, and the people he conducted were ac- 
cuftomed to their method of doing things, to 
their Jaws and religion ; and therefore he was 
to fuit what he faid to them according to their 
circumftances. In examining the prophetical 
books, prophane authors muft be fearch’d for 
whatever may ferve to fhew the accomplifhment 
of the prophecies according to the literal and 
hiftorical fenfe ; and at the fame time the fathers 
and ecclefiaftical writers muft be apply’d to, to 
fhew the accomplifhment of the fame prophecies 
fn Chrift and his Church. 

The fchoolmen are faid by Zrithemius, to be 
the authors:of the prefent manner of dividing 
the Scriptures in the printed copies by chapters 
and verfes; but Ba/eus afcribes it to Stephen 
Langton Archbifhop of Canterbury, A. D. 122%. 
Tho’ Mr. Huet obferves that the fame divifion 
of chapters was ufed by Zheophylacé at the end 
of the eleventh century. But as to the Pfalms 
St. Hilary tells us that they were divided and 
placed as they now are by the LXX. but that 
agrees not with the Hebrew divifion. The Greeks 
divided 
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divided the chapters of the books of Kings, Pro- 
verbs, Ifaiab, and feremiah, quite different from 
the Hebrew and vulgate ; they likewife ranged 
differently the 12 minor Prophets ; the chapters 
and verfes which are here mark’d in the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin Bibles, were not the fame 600 
years ago; before which time we find no quo- 
tation by chapter and verfe. The ancients only 
cited the place of Scripture by taking notice of 
the beginning, the middle, or end of the paf- 
fage, or fome other circumftance taken from 
the fubject matter of it. However, the ancients 
had a certain method of dividing by chapters 
and verfes, infomuch that He/ychius attributes 
the invention tothe fathers, Orzgen having ufed 
it in his Hexapla, and St. Ferome tollow’d him 
in his divifion of the Prophets ; and there are 
inftances of the like in feveral ancient manu- 
{cripts ; but this never was regulated, nor uni- 
form, nor univerfally received in the Church. 
Hugh de St. Clare who died in 1621, or 1622, 
was the firft author of the Latin concordances of 
all. the declinable words ; it is faid he was affift- 
ed by s00 of his own order: It is certain he 
fixed the Bible by chapters at the fame time he 
compofed the other. Thefe were afterwards 
compleated by Artor of the order of Freres 
Minimes, who flourifhed in 1209; and Rabbi 
Gedaliel fays, that it was from them that Rabbi 
Nathan made his Hebrew concordance in 1438. 
Conrad @’ Alberftad, a dominican, added the inde- 
clinable words about the year 1290. At laft Fobu 
de Segorre, at the time of the council of Ba/i/ 
in 1430, added to the old concordances an al+ 
phabetical table of the indeclinable particles. 
Thalius, a great Monk of Rhodes, made a 
concordance in his own language in the year 
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1300. And Conrad Kircher, a Proteftant' of Au/- 
burg, avery ufeful Greek concordance in 1607. 
But he followed the Greek edition of Complutum, 
which is not the true verfion of the LKX. The 
Greek concordance of the New Zeffament was 
compofed by Xi/ius Bethulius, and printed firft 
at Bafil in A. D. 1546, and afterwards at Ge- 
neva in 1600. and 1624, and at Wertemberg in 
1634. The Hebrew concordances were com~ 
pofed in the beginning of the rsth century by 
Rabbi Nathan, and Reuchlin firft printed them. 
Buxtorf in the preface to his Hebrew concor- 
dance, cites Rabbi Nathan, who owns that he 
was obliged to follow the Latzn divifion of chap- 
ters and verfes, the ancient Hebrew bibles not 
having them; and Rabbi Facob Benchaiin owns 
that he followed Rabbi Nathan, not being able 
to find the divifion of the authors of the Ma/- 
fora: Buxtorf obferves that this divifion of the 
Mafforites has not fo many chapters as that of 
the Latins, which has been followed in the late 
edition of the Hebrew and Greek bibles. But 
the divifion by verfes, as we have it now, is 
much later than that of the chapters, the edi 
tions made in the rsth, and in the beginning of 
the 16th century, having none. It is faid that 
it was Rob, Stephens who diftinguifh’d the text 
by verfes with cyphers, as we have it at prefent 
in his edition of 1545. ‘This diftinétion went 
from the Latin editions to the Greek and Hebrew; 
but it is not fo certain that the divifion by chap- 
ters came either from the Greek or Latin. 

The moft ancient divifion of the New Tefta- 
ment is by ritaor, titles, xegaaaia, chapters, and 
sixes, verfes, cola or commata;. the firft cone 
tain’d a certain fubject, an entire ftory or long 
difcourfe ; the chapters were.the divifions of this 

I title, 
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title, and the verfes were the periods or mem- 
bers of the periods diftinguifhed from each other. 
This divifion appears at the beginning and end 
of feveral copies of the Gofpels, but fo unequal- 
ly, as fhews that it was not certainly fix’d | See 
Tom. I. of St. Jerom Ed. ult. and Mr, Huet 
upon Origen.} ‘The chapters of the ancients 
were much fhorter than ours, for Suidas gives 
St. Matthew 68 titles, and 355 chapters ; ; but in 
the laft edition of St. Zerome there is only 28 
chapters, in another 4, and in a third 7. 

There is nothing certain as to the pointing of 
the Scriptures, but this was more or lefs exact 
according to the skill or ignorance of thofe: by 
whom they were copied or pointed, as it hap- 
pened to all other books. ‘The ancients pointed 
in a different manner from us, they mark’d but 
one point in their manufcripts ; and according 
as it is placed above, or below a line, it fhews 
the fenfe to be begun, continued, or ended. 
The ancient Greek and Latin, when moft flou- 
rifhing, had every word feparated by fo many 
points; but punétuation was negleéted when ig- 
norance {pread with the barbarous nations over 
the Empire. Since the time of Charlemagne it 
was reftored by the care of Alcuin, and the in- 
duftry of Paul fon of Varnefridus. The manu- 
{cripts from that time are pointed more or lefs 
exactly according to the ability of the copier. 
And as to Printers, the Mauutiz, it is faid, in- 


vented the pozuts and the virgulas, and firft ufed 
them in their impreffions. It is affirm’d that 
“Rob. Stephens fix’d the punctuation of the New 
Tefiament, and that with fo little trouble, that 
his * Son tells us that he did it on horfeback one 


day as he rid from Paris to Lyons. 


* Hi. Stephens Pref. i Concord. G.L.N.T. Geneva. 1524. 
. St. C/e- 
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St. Clement of Alexandria complains of thofe 
* who corrupted the fenfe of feveral paffages of 
Scripture, by altering the tone and pun¢tuation. 
And Origen, after fhewing the ufefulnefs of gram- 
mar and logick in the ftudy of the Scriptures, 
fays, there are abundance of ambiguities and 
explanations, occafion’d by falfe punctuation, 
for want of knowing the different fignification 
of the fame terms in different places, and ufed 
in a different fenfe. For this purpofe-therefore 
we may fometimes leave the common punétua- 
tion, to follow that of the Hebrew or Greek, 
but not without evident reafon or neceffity. 

This work is undertaken by a gentleman for bis 
own entertainment and improvement; and if, by 
this [pecimen, it foall be thought ufeful and ac- 
ceptable to the publick, there wih foon be publifb- 
ed Critical Remarks and Obfervations upon the 
five Books of Mofes, and fo in order, upon all 
the remaining Books of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment. 
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ARTCLE XLIV. 
Advice to a young Lady ina few fele& 


moral Maxims. 


1r. CQ\EEK happinefs rather than grandeur. 

2. Have no intimacy with people of 

mean underftandings, mean education, or that 

have mean views ; for thofe who have the beft 
* Ibid. 

judgment 
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judgment cannot hold out always againft cuftom 
and company. 

3. Be exceeding nice in engaging in friend- 
fhips, but have no confident at all, for they have 
neceflarily an afcendent over us ; ‘and it is ob- 
fervable that moft of the faults even of great 
ftates-men are committed to gratify their under 
agents. 

4. Value your felf rather for your good qua- 
lity than your beauty, and depend upon it that 
thofe that don’t value you for the one, will ve- 
ry foon be fatiated with the other. 

5. Sufpeét every body that flatters you, for 
thofe that really mean to ferve you, need not 
make an apology for endeavouring it. 

6. 'Too much opennefs and familiarity is ve- 
ry dangerous ; but however, never part with 
your fincerity for the fake of prudence, any 
more than purchafe applaufe at the expence of 
truth and vertue; it is certainly better to be 
thought rude than too obliging ; and always re- 
member he comes too near who comes to be des 
nied. 

». In a companion for life, chufe one that 
likes you, rather than one whom you like ; your 
happinefs depends upon his opinion, and not 
yours of him ; a virtuous woman always grows 
fonder, but indifference in a man very feldom 
turns into affection. 

8. Never do any thing, how innocent foever, 
that has but the appearance of ill, for a woman’s 
reputation, like her beauty, may be dawbed 
over, but can never be reftored ; remember Ce- 
far’s wife. 

9. Religion is much out of fafhion, but be 
affured that thofe who difregard heaven, can ne- 
DECEMBER 1730. Ff ver 
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ver be depended upon ; duties without fan@tions 
have very little or no force on us. 
10. Avoid coquetry as you would the plague. 
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AR TIL LE. aa. : 
AnEffay on Reading, and particularly Books 
of Piety and Romances. In a Letter to a 
Lady. 


MADAM, 
S Iam now correfponding with you in the 
capacity of a Tutor, it may not be amifs to 
begin with giving you my fentiments of Books ; 
fuch, efpecially, as moft commonly fall into the 
hands of young Ladies. Whatever you may 
think of the matter at prefent, believe me, you'll 
one day find Reading more effential to your paf- 
fing your time agreeably, than any of the gay 
Amufements ; which cannot always be had, 
and grow infipid by being often repeated. So 
that Reading is certainly one of the moft defira- 
ble things imaginable, were it only for this one 
reafon, that it enables us to converfe with our 
felves, and to be fatisfy’d fometimes in our own 
company, which is very terrible to moft Beaux, 
and many fine Ladies. 

The Books I would now fpeak of are of two 
forts, which feem very different at the firft view ; 
but upon a nearer infpection, it is no difficult 
matter to fhew that they are both of the family 
of the Wrongheads: ¥ mean Books of Piety and 
Romances. The Perfons who deal moft in 
them, I fear, are great Obftacles to true Reli- 
gion and Virtue. What is the reafon, think 
you, that fo many of the gay people of the world, 
entertain 
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entertain no favourable Opinion of either ? Is ie 
not that they fee the appearance of them has fo 
ill an effect upon fome who are the greateft pre- 
tenders to honour and devotion, their Maiden 
Aunts, and old Grandames, whofe time is ufually 
{pent between fcolding and praying, and who 
talk of Heaven and their amours with the fame 
fervour ? Which muft needs give a blooming 
damfel, or a gay youth, but a very ftrange no- 
tion of religion, and not improbably, has made 
many a One determine again{ft it. —— The wri- 
ting Saiuts of the laft age, were the fame kind 
of people with thefe Matrous : A large band, or 
cropt head of hair, is no objection to their being 
of the fame f{pecies, any more than colour or 
magnitude amongft the four-footed. Do but 
confider an ill-natur’d, melancholy, peevifh old 
fellow, prefcribing rules of life, and teaching 
how to live in the world, when, very likely, 
he never had a proper opportunity of being ac= 
quainted with it. Society can never fubfift up- 
on their Schemes, which are generally as ridi- 
culous as a zealous Papi/?’s, who writes the life 
of a Hermit, or Female Votary; and for the good 
of mankind, would have all the young fellows 
turn Monks, and all the young women be con- 
fin’d to Clotffers. I would be glad to know 
what fuch a one thinks of Poferity, or whether 
he has found out a better method of propagating 
mankind, than we read of in a certain ancient 
hiftory, intitled, Genefis. If the end of religion 
be the good of mankind, our being lock’d up all 
our days, is much the fame as if we had never 
never been born, at leaft in regard to fociety. 
The cafe is much the fame with all your precife 
entbufiaftick Regulations, which are fo much out 
of charatter, that there is no fuch thing as aét- 
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ing up to them ; they may indeed ferve to patch 
up a good cloak for knavery and hypocrify, but 
are no proper ornaments for truth and virtue. 
And the confequence is often very dreadful ; for 
young people that read thefe kinds of books, are 
apt to conclude, that it is impoffible upon their 
{chemes to be happy in another world, and there- 
fore they never trouble themfelves about it, but 
refolve to make the moft of this, by indulging 
their inclinations, and giving the loofe to their 
paffions. Whereas, were they rightly inftruét- 
ed, they would find that Religion, ftri€tly fpeak- 
ing, requires no more of us, than what every 
man of good fenfe, who will be at the trouble 
of reflecting, would judge moft convenient for 
him. And as to our own religion in particular, 
hyw much more cxcellent are the morals of the 
Go/pel, than all the ethicks of the philofophers ? 
And fure there is no comparifon between the 
obligations to Chriftian Faith, and the yoke of 
bondage of the o/d Law; to fay nothing of the 
abfurdities of Mahomet, and the Heathen My- 
thology, which it’s prefum’d admit of no compe- 
tition, You will be fully convine’d of this by 
reading the Bible, which you can’t make your 
felf too much acquainted with. But I would 
advife you to read chiefly the moral and hifto- 
rical parts, and not to think of fetting up for 
a Critic, unlefs you can attain to the learned 
languages. As to other religious books, I ad- 
vife you to meddle with none that are not uni- 
verfally efteem’d, fuch as Zhe Whole Duty of 
Man, Nelfon’s Feftivals, &c. For, befides the 
danger of bad Authors, many books ferve rather 
to confound than increafe our knowledge ; and 
one may have read many volumes and not be a 
{cholar, when a few well chofen and digefted 
would do the bufinefs, And 
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And now, as to the ladies favourite colleéti- 
on, Romances ; it grieves me to fay it, they 
ruin more virgins than Ma/querades or Brothels. 
They ftrike at the very root of all virtue, by 
corrupting the mind: And tho’ every Romance- 
reading Nymph may not proceed to overt-atts, 
I hope you do not think her excufable. Evil 
intentions are certainly criminal in this, as well 
as cafes of treafon, where they are punifhable 
even by law, if difcover’d, tho’ they were ne- 
ver put in execution. But if we are as favou- 
rable as poffible, Romances, and fuch like books, 
muft needs be very pernicious, fince they tend 
to foften and enfeeble the mind, when they 
chance not to produce greater evils, fuch as rai- 
fing peoples paffions, and encouraging their vi- 
cious Inclinations. I leave you to judge, what 
an excellent houfewife a damfelf is likely to 
make, who has read the Perfian Zales till fhe 
fancies her felf a Sudtana. Nay, the very be- 
ing fo much accuftom’d to lying, is a fufficient 
objection, were there no other; fince many a 
tale that was invented at firft only to divert 
children, by being often repeated, has at length 
come to be receiv’d for truth. And thus we 
may account for the great credit that is given 
to the ftrange and improbable ftories of Spirits 
and Apparitions, {o current among the common 
people. There are indeed fome exceptions, 
viz. the writings of the celebrated poets, and 
fome compofitions in profe, fuch as Lelema- 
chus, &c, which are very inftru€tive and enter- 
taining ; and there is not much danger of their 
being confounded with truth, becaufe it requires 
fome degree of good fenfe to relifh them; and 
therefore people of middling capacities hardly 
give them the reading, tho’ every Footman and 
Ff 3 Chai 
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Chambermaid are fond of the lewd inventions 
of H——d or M—i—y. As to Plays, fome- 
thing may be faid for the beft of them; but, I 
am afraid, they generally paint vice with fuch 
charms, that all their morals will feldom attone 
for the mifchief they do ; and I proteft I can’t 
fee how a modeft woman can be prefent at fome 
of the Comedies even of Vanbrugh or Congreve, 
without biufhing ; or how Otway can pleafe any 
body, who has a notion of religion. What can 
be faid then for thofe heaps of ribaldry, whofe 
wit confifts in nothing but blafphemy and ob- 
{fcenity ? Is it not furprizing they fhould be fo 
often frequented by pious matrons, and fober 
young ladies ? The truth is, people run 
along with the crowd, and never confider whi- 
ther they are going, or furely they would be 
more Cautious of giving a fanétion by their pre- 
fence to fo much impurity. I dare fay, Ma- 
dam, after a little refle€tion, you will be of this 
opinion, if you are not fo already; and there- 
fore I fhall make no apology for this freedom, 
efpecially fince I intend it as an inftance of re- 
fpect, in, 








Mapam, 


Cambridge, Ot.1. Your moft Obedient, &c. 
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An Account of the Negotiations and Em- ; 
baffies of Sir Thomas Roe, @%c. A Third ‘ 
Extra. (See AnT. XXVIII. and Arr. i 
XXXVI. of the Months of October and’ \ 


November. ) 


E mentioned at the end of the fecond 1 
Extraét we made of this work in Arr. | 
XXXVII. of Jaft month, that had we room then 
to have entered into a farther detail, or merely to 
have given an index of the contents of the other 
Lasteus contained in this collection, they would 
be owned to afforda view of fuch ample mate- 
rials, for illuftrating the obfcure hiftory of this 
important period of time, as the like could 
hardly have been hoped for, and never before 
were offer’d to the publick in one colleétion. 
To fupply that defeét, which the limits we 
were then confined to obliged us tO, and to con- | 
vince the reader effe€tually of the truth of this j 
affertion, we fhall here add a lift of original 
letters fent to Sir Thomas Roe from foverein f 
Princes, their prime Minifters, principal Nobi- , 
lity, and Ambaffadors, Envoys, and other Mi- | 
nifters invefted with publick charaéters, in the 
feveral courts of Europe; which will, at one 
view, demonitrate the extenfivenefs of this great 
Minifter’s correfpondence. | 
Ff 4 From H 


tLeowsne  - 2 
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From N® of Lett. 
Ing ames 1.to Sir 

Tho. Roe. 2 

King Charles I. 8 
King of Poland II 
King of Denmark 22 
King of Sweden 3 
Q. Ciriflina of Swe- 
den I 
King of Hungaria 2 
King of Bobemia 10 
Queen of Bokemia 147 
Prince Ele&tor Pala- 


t71e 76 
Prince Rupert 5 
Princefs Elizabeth Pa- 

latine TI 
Princefs Louz/a Pala- 

tine I 


Prince of Poland I 
Prince Bethlebem Ga- 

bor 12 
——His Agents 19 
Pr. Ragotzi of Trau- 


[ylvania I 
Ele&tor of Branden- 
burgh 


7 

- His Minifters 6 
Landgrave of Fleffe 2 
Landgravine of Heffe 3 
Landgrave of Darm- 
fladt I 
Prince Ulrich of Den- 
mark I 
Prince of Denmark 2 
Princefs of Denmark 1 
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From N° of Lett. 
Dutchefs of Meck/Jen- 
burgh 2 


Dukes of Courland 9 
Duke of Stmmerin 6 
Duke of Holfein 1 
Duke Fr. ot Lorraine » 
Duke of Newburgh 2 
Duke of Wirtemburgh 1 
Bifhop and Chapter of 

Wurtzburgh IL 
Duke of Breganfe 1 
Duke Bernard of Saxe- 











Weimar 2 
Magiftrates of Ham- 
burgh 2 
of Geneva 2 
of Dantzic 12 

of Elbing 





of Frankfort 1 
Archbifhop of Breme 2 
Count of Zorue (Hun- 
gar.) 5 
Patriarch of Conftanti- 
nople, with Affairs of 
the Greek Church 29 
Patriarch of Alexandria 
I 

Patriarch of Hierufa- 
lem I 
Grand Vizier I 
Crown Gen. of Poland 


12 
Duke of Sbara/s, Prime 


Noble of Poland 6 
Primate of Poland 1 
Duke 





From N° of Lett. 
Duke Radzevil of Li- 
thuania 2 
Chancellor of Poland 4. 
Oxenftiern Chanc. of 
Sweden 22 
Raventiau Chanc. of 
Denmark 9 
Count Mansfelt 2 
General Bannier 2 
Affembly at Lunenburgb 
I 

Prince Philibert of Sa- 
voy 4 
Oxenfliern, SwedifbAm- 
baffador in France 5 
C. Penfe from Gluck- 
fiads 5 
Governor of Upper Au- 
fivia I 
Dutch Refident in Den- 
mark 2 
Dutch Ambaffador at 
Conftantinople, with 
Affairs of Zurkey 19 
Grand Bailo, and other 
Venetian Minifters, 
with Affairs of Zur- 
key and Venice 14. 
Aiitonio de Navarra 4. 
French Ambaffador de 
AVAUK I 
Governor of Leghorn 1 
Duke of Bouzl/ou to the 
French King about 
the Palatinate I 
Duke of Roba to the 
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From N° of Lett. 
Prince of Conde 1 
Prince of Conde to the 
Duke of Roban 1 
Polifo Commiffioners 7 
Dr. Richelius Chancel- 
lor of Bavaria I 
Count Picolomini I 
Count Guebriant (Fr. 
General) I 
Count Le//ie, Captain 
of the Guard, and 
Counfellor of the K. 
of Hungary 3 
Count Zrautmanfdorf 1 
M. I/ola, Imperial Re- 


fident 2 
Dutchefs of Zremonille 
I 

M. Muller, Senator of 
Hamb. 1” 


General Baudefin Z 
M. Burlemacht 
M. Bilderbec, Dutch Re- 
fident at Coen 85 
M. Salvins (Amb. of 
Sweden) I 
M. Rufdorf I 
M. de Laet, Luga. Bat. 2 
M. Sarazin, Counfel- 
lor of Geneva 9 
M. @Erlach 2 
M. Faberoni I 
Dr. Ernftius 2 
M. Ferentz (Palatinate 
Afr) 14 
Lieutenant Gen. King 3 
M. Ni- 
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From N°’ ot Lett. 
M. Nicholls, Secretary 
to Prince Elector 
Palatine : 


Dutch Ambaffador to 


his Mafters, about 
Hoftilities againft 
the Englifb in Gui- 
wey I 
M. Aubrey I 
M. Aubigney at Geneva 
I 


About Jefuits at Co- 
flant 2 


From the following Eng- 
lifh Amlaffaders and 
Agents abroad. 


Earl of Lezceffer 3.5 
M. Avcier his Secreta- 
ry 12 
Lord Scudamore 30 
Mr. Browie, mic at 
Paris 
Thefe 4, with the Ti hat 
aétions in France. 
Lord Dorchefter 5 
Sir Dudley Carleton in 
Holland,withthe Af- 
fairs of the United 


Provinces, thofe of 


the Prince of Orange, 


&c. 41 
Myr. Carleton 4 
Sir H. Wotton I 


Sir Arthur Hopton in 
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From N° of Lett. 
Spar It 
Sir Sacvzl Crow at Con- 
fiant 2 


Sir Peter Wich, Ditto 3 

Mr. Zaylor’s Negotiati- 
ons with the Empe- 
ror. 

M. de Vic, Agent at 
Bruffels, with the 
Flemifo and Spanifb 
Affairs Io 

Sir L/aac Wak 57 

Mr. Wilkinfon, and o- 
thers 56 

Mr. Zalbot 27 

Sir Oliver Fleming 2 

Thefe 4 relating to the 


Affairs of WVenice, 
Turin, Italy, Swit- 
zerland, €8c. 


M. Curtius at Frankfort, 
with the Affairs of 
Germany 87 

Sir Robert Anfiruther, 
with the Affairs of 
Denmark and the 
North 38 

M. Avery at Hamburgh 
relating to Affairs of 
the Sound, the Pzlau, 
&e. 97 

Mr. Gordou, and Mr. 
Fenkes (Agents at 
Dantzick) relating 
to the Baltick Trade 


y 
Mr, 
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From N® of Lett. 
Mr. Dury, Affairs of 
Religion and Pala- 
tinate 66 
Sir Fraucis Netherfale, 
Secretary to the Q. 
of Bobeniia 5 
Sir William Bofwell, at 
the Hague $4. 
Mr. Diuley, Secretary 
to the Queen of Bo- 
 benia 16 
Sir Richard Cave, Am- 
baffador of the Q. 
of Bobemia in Eng- 
land 22 


From the following Eng- 
lifh Minifters, &c. in- 


cluding Accounts of 
Domeftick Affairs. 


Archbifhop Abbot —s 8 
Archbifhop Laud 24 
Duke of Buckingham 3 
Lords of the Council 6 
i_ord Keeper Coventry 3 
Lord Vifcount Went- 

worth 4. 
Lord Conway 15 
Lord Dorfet 2 
Earl of Arundel Earl 

Marfhal 12 
Lord Grandi/on 21 
Earl of Zotne/s, Jour- 

nalsand Letters from 

1615 to 1626, 
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N® of Lett. 
Lord Vifc. Falkland 1 
Earl of Southampton x 
Lord Treafurer 3 
Bifhop of Lincoln 
Earl of Pembroke 2 
Earl of Northumber- 
land 10 
Lord Cottington 
Ear! of Briftol 
Earl of Effesc 
Lord Hollande 
Rarl of Sterliz 
Lord Spence 
Lady Strange 
Mr. Secret. Winwood 1 
Mr. Secret. Calvert 9 
Mr. Secret. Cooke 26 
Mr. Secretary Vane 23 
Mr. Secret. Windebank 
17 
Mr.Secret. Nicholas 3 5 
Mr. Weckherline, un- 
der Secretary 5 
Sir Richard Lane I 
Sir George Fleetwood 3 
Dottor Fobi/oi I 
Doétor Done 2 
Sir Edward Herbert 1 
Mr. Hartlib I 
From the Univerfity of 
Oxford, in Acknow- 
ledgment of Favours 
receiv 'd I 
From the Publick Ora- 
tor of the Univerfi- 
ty of Oxford I 
Gover- 
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N° of Lett. 

Governor and Deputy N. B. The Originals 
of England Compa- may be feen by the Cu- 
ny 3 vious at Samuel Ri- 

Eaji-India Company 1 chardfon’s zu Salisbu- 

Merchants of Brifios 1 ry-Court, Fleetftreet, 


See ee Ne 
"a > 2 nS WS x ee > & N 3 
Mio) : 


SAGE. 


AR TIQLE XLVIL 


STATE of Learning. 






MILAN. 


Here is lately publifhed here the 18th Tome 
of the Ita/ian Hiftorians, €%¢. containing 
the following ‘Tracts. 

Vite Epi/coporum & Pariarcharum Aquile- 
jenfium a primo chriftiane ere feculo ufque 
ad annum 1358. ab auctore Anonymo circiter 
eumdem annum confcripte, atque antea 4 Mu- 
vatorio edite, Subjicitur, & nunc primum evul- 
gatur Liber de vitis & geftis corumdem Pa- 
triarcharum, auctore Antonio Bellono. Denique 
fuccedunt Additaimenta € MSto codice Vaticane 
Bibliothece perita, & charte quedam ad aqui- 
lejenfem ecclefiam {peftantes luce hucufque ca- 
rentes. 

Petri-Pauli Vergeriz Tuftinopolitani Vite Car- 
rarienfinim Principum ad annum circiter 1395. 
nunc primum edite é€ MSto codice Bibliothece 
Eftenfis, & cum duobus aliis Bzbliotbece Ambro- 
fiane collate. 


Tr 
y 


Ejufdem 
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Ejufdem Orationes, & Epiftole varie hiftorice 


‘\ 


nunc primum prodeun¢ MSto codice Bibliothece 
Eftenjis. 

Breviarium Italic hiftorie a temporibus Fri- 
derici Secundi Augufti ufque ad annum 13 5a. 
ab anonymo Italo, fed Synchrono Auffore con- 
{criptum, nunc primum € MSto codice Bib/io- 
thece Pauline Lipfienfis, olim /etero Cellen(?, in 
lucem prodit. 

Petri Azarii notarii novarienfis fynchroni 
auctoris Chrouicon de geftis Principuim Vice-comt- 
tum ab anno 1250. ufque ad annum 1362. 

Accedit Opufculum ejufdem audtoris de Belo 
Canapiciauo, omnia € MSto codice Bibliothece 
Ambrofiana. 

Chronicon Placentinum ab anno 222. ufque 
ad annum 1402. auctore Fobaune de Muffis cive 
placentino, nunc primum prodit ex MSto co- 
dice Bibliothece Eftenjts. 

Annales Mediolanenfes ab anno 1230. ufque 
ad annum 1402. ab Ationymo Aucfore literis con- 
fignati, nunc primum in ufum omnium profe- 
runtur ¢ MSto Codice Novarien/i. 

Chronicon Bergomenfe Guelpho- Ghibellinum, 
auctore Cajtello de Cafteto ab anno 1378. ufgue 
ad annum 1407. nunc primum prodit ex AiSto 
Codice Bergomenfe. 

Ordo funeris ‘Fobaunis Gaseatit Vice-comitis 
Ducis Mediolani petracti anno 1402. & Ovatio 
tunc habita in ejus laudem a Fr. Petro de C2/fel- 
Jetto Ord. Eremitarum S. Auguftini, nunc pri- 
miim luce donantur ex MSto codice viri Clarif. 
Francifci Arifit cremonenfis. 

Specimen hiftorie Sozomenz Preshyterz Piffo- 
rienfis ab anno Chrifti 1362. ufque ad r4to. 
nunc primum tevebris erutum ¢ MSto codice 
nob. Viri Fo. Baptifie Ree. 


“ha 


ade 
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The Palatine Society have alfo printed ano- 
ther new Book in Quarto, entitled, In Di/- 
fertationem Italie Medit Avi Cenfure Ill. Vi- 
terbienfis, Veneta, €& Briziana: cum Refponjis 
III. pro anonymo Mediolanenfi; Belli Diploma- 
tict Hiftorta tertio premiffa; parvaque Man- 
tifja Emendationum, ac additionum ad Calcem 
fubjecta. Palatinis Soctis cuntta accurautibus, 
1730. ‘The Occafion of this laft Treatife, is, 
‘That there having been publifhed at the End of 
the 12th Volume of thefe Colleétions of the 
Italian Authors, a chorographical Map of Ita/y, 
as it ftood after the Fall of the Roman Empire, 
or from the sth to the rsth Century. This Map, 
which was drawn by a very learned but anony- 
mous Author, wanted fome Explication, and 
was therefore accompany’d witha Differtation, 
wrote by the fame learned Hand. ‘This Differ- 
tation, which had been greatly applauded and 
received high Encomiums from the Palatine So- 
ciety, was attack’d by three learned Writers, 
who thought our anonymous Mi/anefe Author 
had not done Juftice to their country in writing 
of Viterbo, Venice, and Brefcia, ina manner dif- 
agreeable to their tafte or prejudices : Upon thofe 
three articles this differtation has been attacked. 
Mr. Francis Mariani, writer to the vatican li- 
brary, has undertaken the defence of Viterbo, 
which is wrote in Latin: 'Two anonymous au- 
thors have wrote in Italian, one in defence of 
the city of Venice, the other of Brefcia. 'The 
author of the differtation upon the map of Italy, 
has anfwered feparately to each of thofe criticks, 
and in the fame language in which they wrote, 
and printed them in the fame volume with their 
an{wers. 


PARIS 
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PARIS. 


T the laft meeting of the royal academy 
of Sciences here, the prefident des Mai/ons 

prefided, when Mr. Foutenee made the slottingie 
of Signior’s Macaldi and Bianchini, two of their 
members deceafed, and read fome curious ex- 
traéts of the latter's works. Mr. De Reamiuvre 
read a leéture upon Thermometers, and atter- 
wards communicated to them a fort of Thermo- 
meter of his own invention, which ismuch more 
perfect than any hitherto known: And Mr. Da 
Fay read a leCture upon the Pho/phorus,  where- 
in he proved that not only the ftone of Bou/ogne, 
but almoft all minerals become luminous, upon 
being calcined or diffolved, and afterwards ex- 
pofed to the Sun. The Count de Maurepas was 
prefent at the meeting. 


FEN A. 


Rofeffor Wacherer, profeffor of natural phi- 
lofophy, has publifhed a differtation enti- 
tled, Prolufio de Arit morte mifera. In which 
he defends Athanafius’s account hereot againft 
Mr. Whifton and Mr. Arnold. And alfo propofes 
to refute in ten more differtations, Mr. Whi/ton’s 
book, entitled, An Account of the Faith of the two 
firft Centuries concerning - Faith of the ever- 
bleffed Trinity. "They have lately prefented him 
here to a profeffor’s chair in Theology, which 


had been vacant fome time; and he chofe for the 
fubject of his inaugural difcotirfe the fo lowing 
propofition, Subordinationen flit in dit vinés non effe 
admittendam, he has alfo publifhed a programma, 
De patribus Ecclefie autenicenis ariani/ino noi 


2 faveie 
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faventibus. In which he vigoroufly attacks the 
opinions of Mr. Wbiffon upon the Trinity. 
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VERONA. 
Me" de Maffei has publifhed a new edi- 


tion of Hilary in two Tomes in folio. 
Sti. Hilarit pittavienfis Epifcopi opera fiudio €3 
labore monachorum Ordinis Sti Benedicti e congre- 
gatione §. Mauri Caftigata, autta atque illufrata, 
nunc vero Libris Lrinitate, €f Commentariis in 
Pfaimos, ad Binos Capituli Veronenfis Codices, an- 
tiquitate &9 preftantia quofvis ad bunc diem cogni= 
tos facile Exfuperantes, diligenter exattis, atque 
otto maxime Variantium Tratéiatuum adjectione 
locupletatis, 1730. 


HAMBURG. 


R. Fabricius is bufy in making an abridg- 
ment of his Bzbliotheca greca, which will 
make one Volume in 4to. His edition of Dio 
Caffius, which is printing in Holand, is near fi- 
nifhed, and will be publifhed in a few weeks in 
folio. He alfo gives us hopes of a new edition 
of Morbofius Polybiftor, with a continuation there- 
of, and the addition of many new remarks and 
obfervations. He has lately printed in the Ger- 
man language, a project of a new work he calls 
Hydrotheology. 


INDEX 


For the Sixth VoLuME. 


A. 


Cademy (Royal) of Sciences, their Hi/to 

rical Collections, Tom. II, V, V1, VII; 

ana IX, p- 315- 
Arundel (Earl of) account of the Family, with 
the remarkable Occurrences and Revolutions 
that attended bim, &c. wy, 19t 
Advice to a young Clergyman by Dr. Clarke, 29 
Advice to a young Lady, 448 
ZEfchylus, why negleéted? By F.Brumoy, 111 
Alceftes 5 fentiment about bim: Authors when and 
bow abufed by Zranflators, particularly explain= 
ed, 112 
Altitude of the fixed Stars to be found by the E- 
guinoctial point upon the Meridian 164. 
Ancient Theatre, a juft Idea of it. 108 to 110 
Antiquitates Romane Juris-prudentiam illuftra- 
tes, formerly publifbed by Mr. Heineccius at 
Francfort, reprinted, tara mee 29 
Arguing (a falfe way of) that the Martyrs bave 
boft their lives without fufficient cau/fe, 309 
DECEMBER 1130. Gg Argus 

































ii The INDEX. 
Argument of Epictetus for Divine Providence, 


: : 131, 132 
Ariftophanes’s Comedies, eleven of them explain- 
ed, with the ufe of them, 120 
Arundel’s Letter to Queen Elizabeth, 190 
Aurelius (M.) compared with Epiftetus, 127 
B. 
Afil’s Work finifo'd by the indufiry-of the ‘So- 
ciety of Benedictines, 396 


Bedford’s (Mr.) defign in bis Hiftory, 7s to re- 
concile the Texts of Scripture, &c. 324, 325 
Bibliotheca Metallica, Hidrographica & Num- 
mifmatica, Item Magnalia Dei in locis fub- 


terraneis, 155 
Blackwall’s CAnth.) Charatter, and the actount 
of bis Writings, "I 


Brown’s (Thom.) Life and Writings, (be was 
D. D. and Author ‘of the’ Sermon meutioned in 
pag. 200) : “gory 

Brumoy’s (F.) account of the Greek Theatre’ 107 


C. 


“JAlignon (Sofftoy de) bis Charatter, 14 
Calmet’s CF.) Hift. Critical Diétionary, 


: 316 
Character ‘of 'Thuarius’s Hifory by my Lord-Car- 
teret, 149 


Caftell’s CF.) Mathematical Sciences*abridg’d, a 
third Extract, | 9937 
Citation of Cochleus’s Epifle, and-of a Paffage 
of Matth. Paris, for which Dr. Cofins makes a 
Requeft to Bifbop Moreton, ) stlvy ae 
Criticifin mpon Seneca, 126 


Chrono- 












8° 


The fNDEX. ~ © iii 
Chronology (Bedford’s Scripture) demonfrated 


by Aftronomical Calculations, 322 
Church of England’s 39 Articles ; the Subfcrip- 
tion to them vindicated, 304 


Clarke’s (Dr. George) ingenious method in mark- 
gug by numeral Letters the Contents of a Book, 
by which means one may readily turn to the 


bole fubfiance of it, 144. 
Concio pro Gradu Bachalaurii habita Oxon Die 
8 Junii, A.D. 1637. 200 
Conclufion of Thuanus’s Charaéfer, 292 
Conqueft of Arabia, Africa, Europe, Afia even 
to Judea, 181 


Conrigius (al/ the Works of Herm.) in feveral 
Volumes in Folio, with feveral Treatifes of 
Mr. Goebel, — "9 

Confiderations (preliminary) by which the Doubts 
concerning the Subforzption to the Articles 
the Church of England are obviated, 306 to 


308 

Contents of the 14th Volume of the Italian Hi/tory 
by the Palatine Society, 394, 
Controverfy concerning Liberty and Neceffity, be- 
tween Dr.Clarke and Mr. Leibnitz 39 
Conjefture Philofophice de Colorum in Facie 
telluris Viciffitudine annua, 156 
Copper, vew Manufatture fet up in France, its 
downfal, 220 


Correfpondence, Sir Thomas Roe kept with 

the moft remarkable Princes of Europe, 267 
to 2” 

Cofins, (a Letter that Dr.) Bifbop of Durham 

writes to Bifbop Moreton, concerning his Stus 

dies, Employment, and the Corruption of Au- 

thors and Councils by the Rom. Catholicks, &c. 


59 
Gg2 . Memorial 




















































































































































iv The IN DE X. 


Memorial of the {ame Bifbop relating to the great 
Council of Lateran, beld under Pope Inno- 
cent III. and the Forgery of its Canons, 65 


; D. 
ee advice given to bim by Thuanus, 


200 
Death of Thuanus 77 1617, 297 
Degrees of the Equinoctial converted into time, 

with a Table, 170 
The Difficulties that the Authors of the Biblio- 
theque Raifonnce urge againft the Subfcription 
of the Articles of the Church of England reduced 


to two Heads, and anfwered, 205 
Collection of Law Differtations, €¢. vid. Leip- 
fick, 157 


Drawings of an ancient Theatre, which is found 
near the Town of Gubbio 7m Umbria, 295 


E. 


Miffaries Cthe Romifo) fufpect Thuanus’s 
Pofthumous Work, 153 


Emperor of Ruflia bis Dominions, new defcripti- 
on of thofe in Afia, done by Ph. de Stahlen- 
berg, 235 

Enthufiafm, 2 Difcourfe proving that the Apaftles 
were not Enthufiafis, &c. by Archib. Cambel, 


8.7. P. Regius of Ecclefiafical Hiftory in the 
Univerfity of St. Andrews, So 


Epictetus bas been efteem’d and extoll’d for bis 
Life and Writings by all the greateft Men of 
bis Time, and by thofe who have fucceeded bim, 

128 

Centum Epiftole varia notatu digna, &c. be- 


ing 












The FEDEX  v 


ing a Collection of thofe of feveral Proteftant 
Divines from the times of Luther, 235 
Equinoctial Point, bow to find it, upon a [uppo- 
fed Meridian by the Hour of equal time, 163 
Epictetus’s Enchiridion, a Collection made by 
Arian, done into Englifh by Dr. Stanhope, 129, 
130 

Example, and per/onal Conduct, add a great deal of 
Force to preaching, 30 
Excellencies of the human Underftanding, diffe- 
rent from thofe of the Will, 279 
Ezra’s Intention perverted, inthe manner Sir aac 
Newton explains bis Hiftory, 184 
























F. 


— (Mr.) Profeffor, and bis Works, 
15$ 

J. Faun’s Tractatus de Febribus, 315 
Explanation of the Figures ferving for the Lon~ 
gitude 171 
No Fraud in fubfcribing to the Articles of the 
Church of England in general Terms, and in a 
Grammatical literal [enfe, 308 








G. 
1S late Majefy King George’s Character, 







$25 53 
John Glanville’s, E/g; Obfervation on Sir aac 
Newton’s Chronology, 193 






England can bave no manner of Protection under 
a Popifb Government, $5 
Grace of God, the feveral fenfes of that Word in 
Scripture, explatn’d, II 
Mr. Gram, Profeffor of the Greek Tongue at Cor 
penhagen, furui/bes generou/ly many Collections 
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‘The INDEX. 


of Letters to the Editor of 'Thuanus, 143 
Theatre of the Greeks, Item, the-Hiftory of the 
Egyptians, Carthaginians, Affyrians, Perfi- 


ans, 236 
H. 

H Enry IV. aéts againft bis ufual Grandeur, 

with reference to 'Thuanus, 150 


Herodotus, whether Xenophon és to be preferr’d 
to bim, with relation to the Hiftory of Cyrus? 
183 

Thuanus’s Hiftory Caccount of) in feven Volumes 
in Fo:io, in athird Letter to Dr. Mead, 140 
Hypothetical Quadratures of F. Caftell, 339 


I. 


Caftel’s new Arithmetick of Infinites, 339 
e Sir Maac Newton’s Controver/y concerning 
bis Chronology, 173 


K. 


Ohlius, CJ. P.) Profeffor of Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
frory and Eloquence in the Academy founded 
by the Jate Czar at Petersbourg, bas lately 
puliifh’d a very curious Work, "8 


L. 


Young Lady of a noble Family made a Nun 

A in the Church of St.Katharine di Siene ; 
reficttions upon it, 349 

Nullity of the Lateran Council, $1 
Lucubrationes item omnes. alice Charta, vefides 
the parata Editio Thuani, are left by bim/elf 
to 
















The INDE X. Vil 


to the Difcretion of Rigaltius and Puteanus, 
142 























M. 


Aria de Ara Coeli; Obfervations upon it, 

350 40 357 

The Stoicks Maxim was, that a Man may laws 
fully die by bis own Bands; Epi€tetus declared 
himfelf openly againft tt, 129 
Memoirs of Thuanus’s Fournal, containing many 
Particulars relating to Literature, that are not 
in bis great work; and what was the princi- 
pal view in writing thofe Memoirs, 294, 295 
In a fuppofed Meridian Longitude, no more than 
the exatt Hour may be found pretty near, and 
how, 162 
Methods and their Demonfiration. 1ft, Concerning 
the way how to find the Longitude. 2dly, How 
to reduce the Methods in Pratiice, 82 to 86 
Nature and Faculties of the Mind, €&c. upon new 
Principles, and in a new Method, 274. 
Obfervations of an Eclipfe of the firft Satellite of 
Jupiter, and the Altitude of a fix’d Star, can- 
not be made fo often as thofe of the Moon, 165 
Revival of Mufick in Europe, 358 












N. 


, Egotiations aud Embaffies of Sir 'Thomas 
Roe, €sc. from the Year 1620, to the Year 

1644, 260 to 262 

Neper’s and Kepler’s Contrivance is of the great- 
eft Use in Trigonometrical Calculations, re) 
Nummifmata grea maximi Moduli primique 
duodecim Augufti, €8c. Zhis Book is only an 
imperfec? and furreptitious Edition, 233 
Gg4 Objection 
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me 


Bjection againft the gracious Terms of the 
Gofpel anfwer'd, 13, 14 

The Moon ferves to make the beft Obfeneatonk 
when it is upon or near the Meridian of the ob- 


ferver, 86 
The late Earl of Orford’s Charaéter, 255 
Overal’s Convocation Book, §1 to 53 

Rg 


Urious remarks on the Policy of the Veneti- 
ans, awd on the Maxims of their Govern- 
ment, 249 to 253 
Thuanus’s Ingenuity towards the Publick and bis 
Friends, in particular towards Petrus Pitheus, 
146 

The Pope’s Management in the Council of Late- 
ran, 66 
Prefent danger of Popery ; Lord Bifbop of Peter- 
borough’s Di/cour/e on that fubjeét, “ $0 
Dr, Clarke’s manner of Preaching before and af- 
ter be was prefented to the Rectory of St. James’s, 
25 

Conjeciure, which favours the Pre-fenfation or 
Prefcience of the Soul, and what was Plato’s 
Notion of it, 274, 208 
Stoick Principles concerning Deity ; with regard 
to bim and mankind, 124 
Prefent State of the United Provinces, Ec. by 
Mr. F. M. Janicon, 2.34, 
Pruffia ; the number of Inhabitants that the King 
bas there in his Dominions, &c. calculated iv 
the way of Political Arithmetick, 290 


Imper- 






Th INDEX. 
Q 


) Mperfect Quadratures ; F. Caftel animadverts 
upon thofe of Mr. Leibnitz and Mercator, 
341 

Quadratures of Curves divided by F. Caftel isi 
infinitely (mal, and infinitely great ones, 338 
T0 Queftions of Dr.Clarke, when be went down 
to Cambridge to take bis degree of Dotior in 
Divinity, 25 


R. 






























Emarks on Article XI. for the Month of Jua 
ly, 1730, with regard to ihe prefent dan 
gers of Popery, 133 
Curious Refearches ; their olution attempted, 
as to the Differences of Numbers throughout the 
Old Teftament, reconcil’d. The various aca 
counts of Time among the Grecians, Perfians, 
€3¢. in oppofition to the Septuagint and Samari- 
tan Verfion, 323 
Strange Revoiutions 7m Europe and all the World 
over, from the Year 1621, to the Year 1644, 
264. 
Ribaltius’s Continuation of 'Thuanus’s Hiffory, 
divided into three Books; the firft Copy of 
them found in the King’s Library at Paris, €9c. 
141 
The great Efteem the Anceftors of the prefent 
Royal Family bad for Sir Thomas Roe: His 
Capacity and Services be bas done, appears by 
feveral Letters, | 363 to 383 
Seven Kings of Rome, in the account of their 
Reigns, Mr. Gtanville’s Opinion is contrary to 
to that of Sir Ifazac Newton’s, 176, 177 
Enquiry 





































sO. OF TU MWDER 


Enquiry concerning the Rubicon, 25 
F. Brumoy’s Rule, to ate none but the dead, 
129 

S. 

Orace’s Satires, @ Paffage concerning Luci- 
lius’s Character criticis’d, 135 
Scheuchuzer’s Phyfica facra vel Biblia eri incifa, 
234, 

How to find out the Longitude at Sea, &c. 81 
Senatus-confulti de Bachanalibus, €9c. 395 
Seneca, moft of bis Pieces are taken from Greek, 
118 


The feizure of the lower Egypt by the Shepherds, 
and their Expulfion out of it, brought in Quefti- 
ON, 181 

Sermons on feveral [ubjecis, of S. Clarke, D. D. 
in four Volumes, 8vo. 5 

Our Soul’s Faculties are fufceptible of Quantity, 
fince they can be augmented or diminifl’dy 26 

Stars, Obfervations concerning their Altitude, 88 

The Stoicks mora} Syftem compar’d with that of 
the other auctént Philofophers, &c. T22 

Mr. Strype carries on the Hiftory of the Reforma- 
tion, &e. 312 

Subfcription to the Thirty Nine Articles of the 
Church of England vindicated, &c. 304. 

A Great many important Subjects, with regard to 
Original Powers, Inftruétions, Conferences, Trea- 
ties of Peace, &c. which give to Sir Thomas 
Roe’s Charaéter the greateft Luftre one coud 
wifb in a moft Eminent Minifier, 270 to 24 

Table for the Longitude of the Sun, 169 


Purity, 































The INDEX 
7. 


Urity, Propriety, and Eloguence of the Wri~ 
A ters of the New Teftament, dy A.-Black- 


walk, M. A. Saas "2 
Index of feveral Texts of Dr. Clarke, II 
The French Theatre owns its Origin to Lucan 
ana Seneca, 118 


Difcourfe concerning Decreafing Logarithms, Anti- 
logarithms, Mefologarithms, &c. and their ufe 
in all 'Trigometrical Calculations, 89 

Several new Things: Lhat the place of Paradife 
was the common joining of Tygris and Eu- 
phrates ; Adam fel-in the tenth Day of the firft 


Month, &c. 327 to 336 
Third Letter to Dr. Mead concerning Thuanus’s 
Hiftory, in feven Volumes, 135 


Thuanus’s Charaéter and Hiftory continued, 223 
Three Tragedies of Sophocles, and four of Eu- 
ripides tran/lated, III 
Travels through France and Italy, with fome Ob- 
fervations ; by Edward Wright, E/g; 342 
Several Treatifes that Mr.Kohl propofes to pub- 
lifh, 154. 
Y. : 


Enice, fir rife was owing to the terrible 
bavock ‘mate by ‘Attila, called Flagellum 
Dei, 248 


Bjettion, that the Will cannot be conceiv’d 
without underftanding, anfwer'd, 280 


World. 


xi The INDEX. Neh, 


World. 'Thuanus’s Hiffory leads a Man through’ 
all the principal Countries lace. I5t 


he 


HE feven Years affi igned to Cyrus’s Reign 
depend upon a Paffage in Xenophon’s Cy- 


rop. mifunderfiood by Sir aac Newton, Dean 
Prideaux, Sir John Marfham, and Archbifbop 
Uther, 182 
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